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-Church-state separation: An anti-Catholic ploy? 


Photo by Larry Plaster 


RENEWING VOWS — Roswiis and Sebastian Pena were married 27 years ago in 
Tijuana, and recently renewed their wedding vows at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in 
San Diego. This week Southern Cross takes a special look at the Church’s new 
understanding of marriage. Stories start below, and on page 3 and 12. 


Senate OKs Wilson; 
opposition remains, 
lawsuit threatened 


By Liz Armstrong 
WASHINGTON (NC) — The Senate 
March 7 confirmed the nomination of 
William Wilson to be the first U.S. 
ambassador to the Holy See by a vote of 
81-13. Wilson had served as President 
Reagan’s personal envoy to the Vatican. 


The confirmation followed widespread 
opposition by some Protestant and 
Catholic groups, including ongoing 
efforts to deny a State Department 
request for a transfer of funds to finance 
an extended U.S. diplomatic presence at 
the Vatican. 


SENATORS VOTED after a sparsely 
attended floor debate in which backers of 
confirming Wilson, led by Sen. Richard 
Lugar, R-Ind., said the move would 
enhance U.S. interests. Opponents said 
the ties would harm the Vatican’s status 
as a religious entity and raise serious 
church-state questions. 


‘‘We believe this nomination will be 
good for U.S. diplomacy and U.S. 
security,’ said Lugar. — 


Sen. Claiborne Pell, D-R.I., another 
supporter of the nomination, said that the 


ited States i is Tecopnizing t the Vatican. 


‘not in its capacity eo religious entity 


but as-a political entity.”’ 


A THIRD supporter, Sen. Frank 
Murkowski, R-Alaska, said that ‘‘I 
believe it’s clear to all of us that Pope 
John Paul II has dedicated himself to the 
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HOW THEY VOTED 
WASHINGTON — California’s two 
senators split on the 81-13 vote 


confirming William Wilson as 


ambassador to the Holy See. Democrat 
Alan Cranston voted no, Republican Pete 
Wilson voted yes. 


‘Big-Bad- Vatican’ 
posters appear in 
several U.S. cities 


By NC News Service 


Posters warning of ‘‘Vatican ownership 
and manipulation’”’ of major U.S. media 
have been appearing on _ buildings, 
telephone poles and bus stops in several 
US. cities. 


The posters say that the Vatican 
secretly owns Time, Newsweek, People 
and Life magazines, ABC, CBS, and 
NBC, the Hearst newspaper chain, The 
New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, 
as well as local newspapers, television and 
radio stations. 


A NUMBER of Catholic newspapers 
have reported seeing the posters. in 
Nashville and Clarksville, Tenn.; 
Evansville, Ind.; St. Louis, Springfield 
and Cape Girardeau, Mo., and New 
Orleans. 


The posters claim that ‘‘the Vatican 
uses these magazines to exalt and 
exonerate themselves (sic) from crimes 
that they have done and are currently 
doing,’’ and using the media ‘‘to smear 
and malign who they will secretly.”’ 


No one had claimed responsibility for | 
- hanging the posters. 


IN EVANSVILLE the signs were 


posted only on vacant buildings, but in 


Springfield several were glued onto the 
windows of the Knights of Columbus 
building. ; 

Father Stephen Bauer, associate pastor 
at Holy Family Church in St. Louis, was 
the first to report seeing posters there to 
the St. Louis Review, archdiocesan 
newspaper. 


The posters in St. Louis were hanging 
on buildings, at bus stops and at a 
shopping center. 

“SOMEBODY IS getting around 
pretty well and doing a lot of work against 
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Married love: What is it? How does it endure? 


New understanding 
of ‘covenant’ — 
fidelity, partnership 


By Deacon James Steinberg 


Marriage. An exclusive, faithful union 
of one man and one woman for life. It’s a 
sacrament. We used to talk of it in terms 
of a ‘‘contract.”’ But with the newly 
revised Code of Canon Law which went 
into effect at the beginning of last Advent, 
the theological understanding of marriage 
‘has been expanded to include the notion 
of ‘‘covenant.”’ 


Covenant, says Father Mark 
Campbell, vice officialis of the diocesan 
marriage tribunal, is both a. rich 
scriptural term, and one _ which 
“‘complements’’ the older notions - of 
marriage which saw the bond as a 
‘‘right”’ to the body (cus in corpus) ordered 
for the procreation and education of 
children. 


‘*COVENANT CONNOTES 
personal faith, the long-range dimensions 
of commitment, and the call to fidelity as 
regards the marriage vows,’’ said Father 
Campbell. ‘‘A strictly contractual 


Father Mark Campbell 
‘The sacramental vocation’ 
TEE ES ERE ETE EL, SES ID 
definition certainly didn’t take into 
account the on- going aspects of conjugal 
life.”’ 
The revision of canon law, added 
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Compromise, 
communicate 
and pray 


By Susan Nowak 


LINDA VISTA — When Rosario and 
Sebastian Pena married 27 years ago they 
were 35 and 38 respectively and were 


mature enough to know what they were 


getting into, Mr. Pena said. 
That maturity has been one key to their 


successful marriage, he said, along with a © 


willingness to compromise, communicate 
and pray. 

THE COUPLE belatedly celebrated 
their 25th wedding anniversary by 
renewing their vows Feb. 25 at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Church on Kearny 
Avenue, their parish. 


The Penas were married in Tijuana. 
Mr. Pena commuted from Tijuana to 
work as a gardener in the United States. 
The family moved to San Diego in 1970 
and he continued to work, but retired 
about five years ago. 


They have four living children, but had 


vl 


a 


18 altogether. Many of the offspring 
miscarried, but one died in her twenties. 

BECAUSE THEY were poor, Mrs 
Pena said, they always had troubles, bul 
never ‘‘swept them away.’’ All problems 
were discussed, not nursed in private, 
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Briefs 


IMPACT EYED — Industrial plant 
closings ‘‘have a devastating impact on 
individuals, families and communities,’’ 
which goes beyond short-term financial 
difficulties, said Father Thomas Harvey, . 
executive director of the National Conference 
of Catholic Charities. There is an ‘‘undeniable 
link between the fact of prolonged 
unemployment and the most extreme social 
indicators of stress — death, imprisonment 
and institutionalization,’’ he said in testimony 
before a congressional committee. 

DISMISSED — A regional court has 
dismissed charges of subversion against Father 
Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, secretary general of 
the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference, who had been held under arrest 
since Oct. 30. The regional court ruled that 
charges against the priest were groundless 
after a key witness recanted earlier testimony. 

GALILEO RIGHT — Preliminary 
findings by a Vatican committee indicate that 
the judge who condemned scientist Galileo 
Galilei in the 17th century was wrong. He was 
condemned in 1633 by a Church inquisition 

and held under house arrest because his thesis 
that the Earth revolves around the sun was 
thought to contradict a literal interpretation of 
Scripture that the sun moves around the Earth 
and the theological belief in the centrality of 
humans as redeemed by Christ. 

ANOTHER SUIT — A $6 million slander 
suit has been brought against the Los Angeles 
Archdiocese and Auxiliary Bishop Juan 
Arzube by a woman who is already suing the 
archdiocese because she says she was seduced 
by seven priests. The woman said she was 
slandered when Bishop Arzube told a reporter 
from Spanish-language television station 


KMEX< she had a “‘bad reputation.”’ 


MARXISM LIVES — Nicaragua’s 
Sandinista government is Marxist-Leninist 


and is not providivig’a proper atmosphere fors. 


free elections, said Bishop Pablo Antonio 
Vega, president of the Nicaraguan bishops’ 
conference, in an interview with the Italian 
national Catholic newspaper, Avvenire. ‘“The 
Sandinista government through its ideology 
and method is a Marxist-Leninist govern- 
ment,’’ Bishop Vega said. 


TRI- LENT — Pope John Paul II 
celebrated Ash Wednesday with 10,000 Rome 
high school and college students and told them 
that Lent was a time for going in three 
directions: toward themselves in  self- 
discipline, toward God in prayer and toward 
other people in service. 


DIALOGUE NEEDED — Dialogue 
among opposing groups, not military 
intervention, is the only solution to the 
political upheaval in El. Salvador, said 
Archbishop Arturo Rivera Damas of San 
Salvador, in an interview published in a Rome 
newspaper. ‘“‘I do not know of. any other 
solution than dialogue with the opposition,’ 
he said about the four-year civil war which has 
claimed more than 40,000 lives. 


USCC’S O.K. — Legislation which would 
suspend deportations of Salvadorans in the 
United States has been endorsed by the U.S. 
Catholic Conference, public policy arm of the 
U.S. bishops. The bill, H.R. 4447, is 
sponsored by Rep. Peter Rodino Jr., D-N.J., 
chairman of the House Judiciary Committee. 


KROL SPEAKS — The Vatican plans to 
pay $250 million as part of a settlement in the 
Banco Ambrosiano case, said Cardinal John 
Krol of Philadelphia, a member of the council 
of cardinals advising the Vatican on financial 
problems. Cardinal Krol is the first Church 
official to be quoted about terms of the 
settlement. 


BECOME A PROLIFE MEMBER OF SAN DIEGO 
Help us STOP ABORTION with monthly newsletter. We 


are an ally of all National Prolife groups. Write LIFE 
NEWSLETTER, P.O. Box 19429, S.D., 92119, or call 
editor Ben Grisafi, 448-4254 — $5 year. 


Please? 


DIRECTOR — Religious Education 
A Director of Catechetical Ministry who can communicate effectively 
with leaders and staff, has catechetical experience at diocesan and 
parish levels, sensitive to multi-cultural needs, budget management. A 
person with deep spirituality, a demonstrated pastoral sense, 
graduate degree or equivalent experience. Apply in writing by April 15, 
to: C.C.D. Selection Committee, Diocese of Stockton, P.O. Box 


4237, Stockton, CA 95204. 


Dentures 


EASY CREDIT TERMS on approved credit for Dental Plates, 
Partial Plates, and Removable Bridges. All credit handled by our 
office. No Bank or Finance Co. involved.” 


New Dental Plates in One Day 


For anyone short of time in most cases. if you arrive before 10:00, we can deliver 
your plates by 5:30 the same day 


FAST PLATE REPAIRS: ONE HOUR in most cases 
LET US HELP YOU if you are eligible for dental work under your Dental Insurance. 


Dre Campbell 


NTIST 


Two ground floor offices 
in SAN DIEGO 


North Park: 
3795 30th STREET 
PHONE 296-6195 


Downtown: 
1027 6th AVENUE 
Between Broadway. & “C” 


PHONE 239-0115 
FREE PARKING at 
Ace Auto Park, 910 6th Ave 


Also at 370 “D" STREET, SAN BERNARDINO, PHONE 888-4222 


Offices in other California cities 
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Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Thursday, March 15, 5:30 p.m., San 
Bernardino, Our Lady of the Rosary 
Cathedral, Mass for 25th anniversary of 
ordination of Bishop Phillip F. Straling. 

Friday, March 16, 5:30 p.m., San Diego, 
Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Mass, 
Confirmation, Canonical Visitation. 

Saturday, March 17, 5:30 p.m., Rancho 
Penasquitos, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church, installation of Msgr. Henry F. 
Fawcett as pastor, dinner following. 

Sunday, March 18, 2 p.m., El Cajon, Our 
Lady of Grace Church, presentation of the 
Elect to the bishop, reception following. 

Sunday, March 18, 7 p.m., San Diego, 
Admiral Kidd Club, dinner for 25th 
anniversary of ordination of Father Raymond 
C. Kirk. 

Monday, March -19, Holtville, St. Joseph 
Church, Mass, confirmation, canonical 
visitation. 

- Tuesday, March 20, 10 a.m., San Diego, 
Kolbe Center, Ministry to Priests meeting, 
luncheon following, 
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“Blessed are the patient; 
they shall inherit the land. i 


HOW LONG, LORD? 


Perhaps you have cried out the 
same prayer. Yet, the poor of the 
developing world await 
deliverance from conditions we 
can hardly imagine. 


Through your gift to the 
Propagation of the Faith, you help 
the mission Church light a candle 
of hope for the world’s poorest: 
And lead them to their true and 
most precious inheritance. 


The Society for 


the Church’s worldwide mission work. 


gift for the mission Church: 


Name 
Address 
City 


Mission Bay Chapel & 
Pacific Beach Mortuary, Inc. 


THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
The central organization for the support of 


0 $2,400 0 $1,200 0 $600 DO $300 0 $150 0 $75 0 $30 0 $10 O Other $ ____ 
1 will send a monthly donation when possible. 


Tuesday, March 20, 5:30 p.m., San Diego, 


St. Therese Church, Mass, confirmation and 


canonical visitation. 

Wednesday, March 21, 6 p.m., Poway, St. 
Gabriel Church, Mass, confirmation, 
canonical visitation. 

Thursday, March 22, 5:30 p.m., Vista, St. 
Francis Church, Mass, confirmation, 
canonical visitation. 


Friday, March 23, 5:30 p.m., Oceanside, 


St. Mary, Star of the Sea Church, Mass, 


confirmation, canonical visitation. 


Father Peter M. Escalante 
Secretary 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 


Monday, March 19, 5 p.m., Calexico, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Church, Mass of 
Thanksgiving. 

Sunday, March 25, 12:30 p.m., San Ysidro, 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church hall, 
Mass for Cursillo. 

Tuesday, March 27, 6 p.m., Spring Valley, 
Santa Sophia Church, Confirmation. 
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Yes! | want to help bring the hope and love of Christ to the poor. Enclosed is my 


State Zip 


Please ask the missionaries to remember the following intentions at Mass: 


Send your gift to: 


The Society for 


P.O. Box 11011 
_ Sen Diego, CA 92111 


THE PROPAGATION OF 
Rev. Msgr. Anthony J. Chylewski 
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Sister Joanne Nicgorski, OSF 
‘Whole spiritual dimension’ 
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New wedding music guidelines set 


By Deacon James Steinberg 


For the first time since 1972, the- 
Diocese of San Diego has new guidelines 
for wedding music. They were prepared 
by the diocesan Center for Liturgy and 
Prayer, forwarded to the Board of 
Educational Ministries, and have just 
been approved by Bishop Leo T. Maher. 


The need to update the existing 
guidelines, first adopted in 1972, was 
partly in response to the many inquiries 
the center gets from pastors, parish 
musicians and engaged couples who want 
to know what they can — and can’t — do 
during the wedding liturgy, said 
Franciscan Sister Joanne Nicgorski, 
program coordinator and music 
consultant at the diocesan liturgy center. 


REVISIONS IN the liturgy since the 
Second Vatican Council, the use of the 
English vernacular, and the rapid growth 


Photo by Susan Nowak 


LENTEN ASHES — Bishop Leo T. Maher receives ashes on his forehead Mar. 7 from 
Father John Proctor during a special Ash Wednesday Mass for diocesan employees in 
the bishop’s office. Priests on the diocesan staff concelebrated with the bishop, who 


then distributed ashes for all present. 


SAN BERNARDINO — Bishop 
Phillip F. Straling of the Diocese of San 
Bernardino will celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of his ordination to the 
priesthood at a 7 p.m. Mass, March 15 at 
Our Lady of the Rosary Cathedral here. 


Archbishop John Quinn of San 
Francisco, a native of Riverside, will give 
the homily and concelebrate the Mass 
along with Bishop Leo T. Maher and 
Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez of 
San Diego. They will be joined by more 
than 300 priests from the San Bernardino 
and San Diego dioceses. 


THOSE WORKING in diocesan 
offices and ministries, the concelebrants, 
the 300-voice choir and friends and 
relatives of Bishop Straling are expected 
to fill the 900-seat cathedral.- 


Among those there will be Bishop 
Straling’s father and mother, Sylvester 
and Florence Straling of Colton; his 
brother George and family from Long 
Beach; and his sisters, Fran Nuelle and 
family from Upland and Immaculate 
Heart Sister Phyllis Straling serving 
Queen of the Valley Hospital in West 
Covina. 

Bishop Straling was ordained a priest of 


the Diocese of San Diego on March 19, 
1959, by the late Bishop Charles F. 


LOMA PORTAL — Msgr. William J. 
Cooney will celebrate his golden jubilee 
as a priest April 7, with a concelebrated 
Mass at 11 a.m. at St. Chailes Borromeo 
Church. He was pastor there for 23 years. 


A reception will follow. A banquet, 
preceded by a no-host cocktail hour at 
6:30 p.m., will be held in the Town and 
Country Room of the Town and Country 
Hotel in Mission Valley. The cost is $25 
per person. Information and reservations 
are available ‘at 224-5114 or 223-6886. 


Bishop Straling marks silver jubilee 


Bishop Phillip F. Straling 
25 years of priesthood 


Buddy. After parish assignments, Father 
Straling served 11 years in the Newman 
apostolate, campus ministry. 


IN 1972 Bishop Maher named him 
executive secretary for the San Diego 
diocesan Synod, a consultative effort to 
form ~ procedural - guidelines for the 
diocese. 


Following that assignment, he became 
pastor of San Bernardino’s Holy Rosary 
parish, where he was baptized as an 
infant. 


In July 1978 he was appointed bishop 
of the new San Bernardino diocese by 
Pope Paul VI, who split off the two 
northern counties of the San Diego 
diocese to form a new Southern 
California see. 


of a contemporary music idiom, much of 
it in the ‘‘folk’’ vein and for guitar, have 
all had their impact on Catholic worship 
in the United States. 


For many couples, legitimate freedom 
and diversity in the liturgy have provided 
an opportunity to take an active part in 
planning their wedding ceremony and 
choosing the music to be played; for 
some, this has even extended to writing 
their own vows. 


But there has been a growing concern 
on the part of pastors, liturgists and not a 
few parish musicians that the wedding 
celebration continue to express the sacred 


-and sacramental character of Christian 


marriage and its relationship to the entire 
Church community, said Sister Joanne. 
And while even some secular music can 
have its place in the overall ceremony, 
said Sister Joanne, ‘‘you wouldn’t want 
to pronounce your vows in. street 
language.” 

WHAT THE guidelines address is the 
‘‘whole spiritual dimension that is 
celebrated in the liturgy,’’ said Sister 
Joanne. ‘‘We’re celebrating love, but our 
relationship to God’s love for us. And 
people gathering in a community to pray 
shouldn’t be exposed to. what is only 
meaningful to the couple.”’ , 


The revised guidelines include an 
introductory message to the bride and 
groom; sections on both pastoral and 
musical judgment, and the place of music 
itself within the wedding liturgy; notes on 
the introductory rites, opening hymn, 
Liturgy of the Word, the rite of marriage, 
Liturgy of the Eucharist, Communion 
and concluding rites, processionals and 
recessionals. 


But they are neither complete nor final, 
in the sense that certain ethnic and 
cultural customs — ‘‘we’ve never had a 
problem with these,’’ said Sister Joanne 
— are not covered. In addition, a listing 
of ‘‘appropriate songs in contemporary 
style’? and their publishers will be 
updated as more music becomes 
available. 


WHAT IS the basic thrust of the 
revised guidelines? And what sort of 
direction is it trying to give? 

‘‘What we are trying to emphasize is 
the visible witness (marriage) can give to 
the whole Christian community, and the 
importance that (the couple) place on the 
place of God in their lives,’’ said Sister 


Joanne. ‘‘They are putting their marriage 
in a totally Christian context, and does 
the ceremony have the appropriate 
dignity and solemnity?’’ she asked. 


“People need to be aware of the 
importance of the liturgy,’’ said Sister 
Joanne. “‘The power of the }*’urgy must 
be allowed to speak th.-ugh the 
ceremony, through the Scripture, 
through the Eucharist.”’ 


GOOD LITURGY takes careful, 
advanced planning, she said, and should 
not be a last-minute thing. Very often, 
she added, attention is given to every 
other detail of the wedding — gowns, 
flowers, photographs, the reception — 
but the liturgy itself, especially the choice 

Please turn to page 12 


Shooting incident 
disrupts routine 
at OLSH eve Mass 


SAN DIEGO — A Mar. 3 shooting 
incident resulted in the death of a 
parishioner of Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart Church and interrupted the routine 
of the 6:30 Saturday evening Mass. 


Father Bruce Orsborn, who was 
scheduled to celebrate the vigil Mass, was 
asked by police to come to the scene of a 


shooting at Menlo and Orange avenues in © 


East San Diego. 


ARTHUR WAYNE Hanford, 31, was 
at home when he was shot with a pistol, 
allegedly by his landlord. Hanford’s 
family members, who are active in the 
parish, Father Orsborn said, were at the 
shooting scene and asked police to send 
for a priest to administer the Sacrament of 
the Anointing of the Sick. 


Father Orsborn rushed to Hanford’s 
home and also went to Villa View 
Hospital, where the wounded man was 
taken. Hanford died at the hospital at 
about 6:35 p:m. and the priest returned 
as quickly as he could to the parish. 


Deacon Jack Costello was finishing his 
homily just as Father Orsborn arrived to 
continue with Mass. 


THE LANDLORD, Mario James 
Brucoli, 72, of El Cajon, was arrested and 
booked into county jail on suspicion of 
murder. 


SAN DIEGO — A float, dance and 
bake sale, and special Masses are the St. 
Patrick’s Day events slated by local 
parishes named after the missionary 
saint. 


The youth group at St. Patrick parish 
in North Park did most of the work on a 
parish float that will be entered in the St. 
Patrick’s Day parade. St. Patrick’s events 
are usually held at night at Augustinian 
Father Robert Gavotto’s parish, but this 
year’s Mass is set for 9 a.m. A coffee and 
doughnut social after Mass will be 


Parishes slate St. Pat’s events 


Photo by Larry Plaster 
FLOAT MAKERS — Youth group members from St. Patrick Church in North Park, 
began work last weekend on their parish’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade float. 


followed by participation in the parade. 


ST. PATRICK parish in Carlsbad is 
hosting a dance Feb. 17 at 7 p.m. The 
evening begins with a cocktail hour, 
followed by a buffet and dancing until 
12:30 a.m. to Bob Tooley’s Dancing 
Machine. 


St. Patrick parish in Calipatria will 
have a special Mass at 7:30 a.m. St. 
Patrick’s Ladies Society will set up their: 
annual bake sale at 9 a.m. at Imperial’ 
Hardware Store in the Imperial Valley 
community. 
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Viewpoint 


By Father Louis 
Copestake 


The Best of Times, The Worst of Times 


I flicked on the television one Sunday afternoon as I finally got 
around to the morning paper. A movie was in progress. Within a 
few minutes, the newspaper was forgotten and the movie had my 
undivided attention. 


The scene was a swank hotel. The banquet manager was 
preparing for three weddings and the receptions all scheduled for 
the same day. Each wedding was a separate vignette in which 
various values and presuppositions were displayed. What earned 
my attention and sustained my interest was the fact that this farce 
rang so true to my experience of officiating at more than 200 
weddings. : 


In two of the three fictional weddings, affairs were totally in 
the control of the mother of the bride. These matrons had 
determined to have vicariously the wedding they never had. The 
arrangements reached fantastic dimensions, with one mother 
commissioning a cake which contained live doves that would be 
released at the moment the cake was cut. 


Trouble appeared in paradise, when it became apparent that 
preparation for the marriage had not kept pace with the 
preparation for the wedding. The externals were in place in all 
their dizzying splendor, but they had no underpinning in reality. 
The unique cake was in readiness but its bride and groom were 
not. 


In Hollywood style, the film had a happy-comic denouement 
with some important messages. I would recommend With This 
Ring to anyone, in the hope that it would trigger some thoughts 
about where marriages and weddings stand in this secular age. 


From my viewpoint as a priest, a wedding can be the best of 
times or the worst of times. A wedding can be the best of times 
when it is a spiritual event that reflects the couple’s belief in 
Christ and their decision to live out the sacramental way of 
Christian marriage. In this case, the couple will prepare 
themselves in depth for a way of life which is as challenging as it 
is beautiful. This couple will consult with the parish and take 
advantage of the many helps the Church offers them in 
strengthening their relationship. The focus here is not the 
wedding but the marriage. The externals are attended to but they 
are kept in a proper perspective. 


A wedding can be the worst of times when the couple only 
wishes to use the Church as a pleasant setting for the stunning 
panoply they have planned. I smell trouble when the first 
question the couple asks me is, ‘‘How long is the aisle?’’ From 
experience, such a question usually indicates the start of a tug of 
war...the couple tugging for the externals, while I tug for the 
internals. I have officiated at some weddings where I wondered 
why I was there. In one case, a minor tiff ensued because the 
mother of the bride had loaded so many plants, shrubs and trees 
into the sanctuary that she had not left room for me! 


My favorite wedding story (priests swap these tales the same 
way veterans exchange war stories) concerns a couple I had not 
met until the day of the wedding. My pastor was scheduled to 
officiate but became ill. The ceremony was beyond ‘‘solemn 
high,’? and took about 90 minutes. Toward the merciful 
conclusion, I blessed the bouquet for Mary and announced that 
the couple would now present flowers to the Blessed Mother and 
offer a prayer at Mary’s altar to signify their devotion. I handed 
the flowers to the bride, who had a nonplused look. After a very 
long minute, she asked me, ‘‘Father, where is Mary’s altar?” 


As with most of life’s major moments, a wedding is a time 
when all sorts of hidden dynamics come into full view. It is the 
duty of the officiant to be attentive to this as he works with the 
couple to prepare.them for a sacramental way of life. Everyone 
should be made aware that the sacrament of marriage is for the 
whole Church and not just the recipients. The married couple 
accepts a public ministry in the Church on the day of their 
wedding. They are called to love their neighbor as themselves, in 
a unique way. As with all sacraments, the Church protects the 
sacrament of marriage being eclipsed by ambivalence. Hence the 
marriage preparation process and the consultation with clergy in 
planning the wedding. - 
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Letters... 


‘On fire’ 

There is plenty of ‘“‘Energy and ON- 
FIRENESS’”’ in the Catholic Church 
today — available to all who would come 
to the waters! We would invite Fr. 
Rowland and Sister Betty to any Catholic 
charismatic event in the diocese, and 
there are many: Prayer meetings in 
numerous parishes (see schedule in the 
Inspired Times); a First Friday Mass at 
St. Vincent de Paul Church every month; 
an upcoming Pentecost rally, all day June 
9 and a Mass at Holy Family Church on 
Pentecost Sunday with Bishop Maher 
celebrating; days of renewal, teachings, 
seminars on how to ‘“‘come alive in the 
Spirit’’; a Mass and healing service every 
Tuesday evening; the second ‘‘Come, 
Lord Jesus’’ conference at the S.D. 
Community Concourse Nov. 30-Dec. 2. 
This list is just the beginning and near 
home. Watch the Glory of God Catholic 
TV on Channel 26, every Monday at 
4:30 p.m.; and a special mention of the 
‘Fire Rally’? two weeks ago in 
Sacramento, a Catholic gathering that 
would refute that Catholics are ‘“‘very laid 
back.’’ The Lord has a lot more for us! 
Wonderful is His Name! Praise God! 


Ann Barich 
Chula Vista 


‘Fundamentals’ 


Re: ‘‘Fundamentalists ‘evangelizing’ 
Catholics on local campuses.’’ The article 
continues by saying that most young 
Catholics ‘‘don’t know where to begin’’ 
in saying why they believe as they do on 
fundamentals of our faith. » 


- A little research will indicate that these 

unfortunate young Catholic students are 
a product of our post-Vatican II 
‘‘experiential’’ catechetics, in which 
much of their faith is learned by 
‘“‘experiencing’’ it. Is it any wonder that 
they are at a loss for words when 
challenged by the fundamentalists to 
explain infant baptism, saints, Mary, 
papal infallibility, Eucharist, Bible 
interpretation and salvation. 


What has ever happened to the subject 
of Catholic ‘‘apologetics’’ in our Catholic 
grade and high school education? 
‘*Experiencing’’ their faith and deficient 
Bible study has not strengthened them in 
standing up for their faith. 


Joseph V. Jacoby 
El Cajon 


‘Tip of the berg’ 


Re: ‘‘Fundamentalists ‘evangelizing’ 
Catholics on local campuses.’’ The article 
was excellent but it merely exposed the tip 
of an iceberg. There was nothing said in 
the article about the ‘evangelizing’ attack 
on young Catholics that can’t be said of 
all Catholics in general. I get the same 
literature from friends at work and I have 
found the same literature on my car 
several times after celebrating the Mass 
on Sunday. Many Catholics I know are 
just as unequipped to handle this attack, 
just as innocent and naive, and just as 
vulnerable as the college student on 
campus. Many Catholics are attracted to 
Bible studies outside the Church because 
they experience the same hunger for 
scripture that many students do and our 
parishes are just not adequately satisfying 
this need on any regular basis. Our 
Sunday sermons too leave a lot to be 
desired by those who after being exposed 
to the convicting sermons of our brother 
Protestant churches come to Church 
seeking a deeper nourishment. 


The Southern Cross is doing a fine job 
nourishing those it reaches. and RENEW 
is a giant step forward in the right 
direction. But what of those the Southern 
Cross does not reach? And what about the 
hunger for scripture that RENEW has 
stimulated? How and where will it be 
satisfied? By the Protestant churches? Six 
weeks twice a year isn’t enough when we 
are faced with all we are today. 


Richard P. Warcholik 
El Cajon 
(Your point is well taken. The 


Southern Cross will do what it can. — 
Ed.) 


‘Penitential days’ 


VATICAN CITY (NC) — Lent means spiritual renewal 
through prayer, sacrifice and works of charity, Pope John Paul II 
told more than 23,000 pilgrims on Ash Wednesday, March 7, 
during his weekly general audience. 


Referring to the reception of ashes which marks the beginning 
of Lent, the pope said that ‘“‘through this austere sign, the 
Church calls us to spiritual renewal through the more fervent 
practice of prayer, sacrifice and works of charity.”’ 


During Lent, he added, ‘‘we are also encouraged to receive 
more frequently the sacrament of penance.” 


The pope said that ‘‘the entire Christian life is a life of 
mortification’’ and that the Church establishes ‘‘penitential days 
in which the faithful are in a special way to devote themselves to 
prayer, to engage in works of charity, and to deny themselves by 
fulfilling their obligations more faithfully and especially by 
observing fast and abstinence.”’ 


The pope told the pilgrims, divided into two groups because of 
the large number, that Lent is not a sad time for the Christian 
but a time ‘‘of joy and of peace which include the need for 
sacrifice.’’ 

He linked the season to the sacrament of reconciliation. 


‘The penitential practices of the Lenten season help us to 
understand better the particular penances which the priest gives 
us when we receive the sacrament of pardon,”’ the pope said. 


“We are asked to do these penances to show our desire to 
cooperate with God’s grace, and as a sign of the new life which 


God has given us through this sacrament,”’ he said. 


‘The penance given by the priest is not a price which we must 
pay in order to be forgiven, for God’s mercy and pardon are 
completely free and unearned. Rather, the penance, and our 
fulfillment of it, express our willingness to fight against evil and, 
with God’s grace, to further the kingdom of God in the world.” 


Reflection 


By Sister Carolyn 
Link, CPPS 


Relationships II & Ill 


Relationships are so important, yet how quickly most of us 
“fall”? into them. We meet a person or: see an object. 
Immediately we exclaim, ‘‘Oh, how beautiful!’’ 


We have moved so quickly from the moment of the simple 
presence of ‘‘Oh!’’ — when there are no judgments, no 
expectations, no desires, no fears — to the moment of judgment 
which almost immediately brings forth desire and expectations. 
Without even being aware, we have said, ‘‘I want it!”’ 


At this point, and without realizing it, we once again have a 
choice that will have a profound effect on our continued 
relationship with the object of our desire. We can choose to “‘let it 
be’? or to ‘‘take it.’’ If we “‘let it be,’’ we allow the object of our 
desire (whether it be a person, an animate or inanimate object) to 
be free to ‘‘be’’ without placing any of our expectations or 
demands on it. If we ‘‘take it,’’ we have the need to possess it, to 
dominate and control it. Thus we place our expectations, our 
demands upon it. It is no longer free to be as it was meant to be. 


Just as the object of our desire is no longer free to truly ““BE’’, 
so we too have lost our own freedom. We identify with the object 
of.our desire. We think it gives us our meaning and worth. Now 
we live in constant fear of losing what we seem to possess. We are 
fettered — unfree — and destructive of ourselves as well as the 
person/object we possess. ; 


If on the other hand, we allow the object of our desire to be 
free, we ourselves become free as well. We can still enjoy and 
love the object of our desire but its reality is not altered by us. As 
William Blake once wrote: ‘‘One who binds to him(her)self the 
joy/Doth the winged live destroy./ One who kisses the joy as it 
flies/Lives in eternity’s sunrise.’’ If we can allow ourselves this 
kind of relationship, we come very close in revealing the image of 
the Deity within us. j ; 


The fullness that we desire is always present in and around us. 
It is merely waiting to be uncovered, to be recognized. When we 
discover/recognize this, our relationships become so rewarding 
and we realize that the image of the Divine in us can be 
indestructible and full. 


(ere ay 


Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid Lanyon 


It is very pleasant to be surprised by one’s own virtue. 
We are often “‘surprised’’ — or at least say that we are — 
by lapses into malice or anger and so forth, but seldom 
find ourselves admitting that we have behaved more 
virtuously than expected! We like to take credit for the 
good that we do, but find an impressive variety of ways to 
blame someone or something else for what we do that is 
negative or evil. 


This last week we, as a parish community, had an 
opportunity to experience. somethng of that kind of 
surprise. One of the elderly members of our parish fell 
suddenly and seriously ill. He is the kind of person we call 
a ‘‘character’’? — bluff, somewhat anti-social, hiding 
shyness behind a cantankerous front and by no means 
reluctant to share his opinion on everything from the local 
political or ecclesial situation to global chaos and papal 
acrnimistianon, He seems to some to be a rather 

“‘prickly’’ person. 

WHY THEN, was it that, on hearing of his illness, the 
parish was galvanized into concerned action? The prayer 
network, of course, was activated, but telephone wires 
buzzed busily for the next few days, until he was out of 
intensive care, with progress reports and warm 


expressions of love and support. A small conspiracy ~ 


formed to circumvent the hospital order of no visitors 
except family. He has only one relative in the area, we 
knew, and besides, we, the parish, are his family. 


As the conversations centered on this man, so the 


Talks with Parents 


By Dolores Curran 


stories began to emerge of little kindnesses he had shown 
to many of us — always gruffly, with embarrassment _ 
always with turned head and a glancing away, as though 
to disassociate himself from the kindness. Each. story 


- broke a confidence, because each act of generosity was 


accompanied by the admonition, ‘‘Don’t say anything to 
the others about this.”’ 


The upsurge of love and concern in our little 
community — shared by our friends, the local Methodist 
congregation — caused one parishioner to exclaim, “‘Can 
you believe our parish? There’s all this love and concern 
for someone who never gave a thought to popularity and 
would tell you just what he thought of you without an 
invitation! Everyone loves this man! Perhaps we are a 
truly Christian community after all.”’ 


IT WAS A happy thought. As a community we are not 
good about devotional practices. Our First Friday 
liturgies are celebrated in a virtually empty church. Our 
weekly Stations of the Cross during Lent leave sparse 
footprints on the outdoor Way. Only a child’s handful 
grace the pews for daily Mass and our resistance to the 
call to join devotional organizations is pleasant but firm. 
But we are community-minded, open, friendly and — in 


- our own way — a searching group. Searching for the 


reality of God’s Word in our lives. Is it possible that our 
love for and acceptance of each other might redeem us? 
Might we in fact be on the way to becoming a truly 
Christian parish? 


The path where Jesus led 


We have, I think, grown more sensitive and alert to the 
needs of others since establishing the prayer network with 
its emergency hot-line. It is hard for people to be in any 
kind of predicament or distress in our area without most 
of the parish knowing of it, praying about it and 
responding with more concrete help where necessary. 
Confidences are respected when given, but the communal 
concern has a deeply unifying effect, binding and yet at 
the same time opening us to an awareness of needs other 
than our own and the Christian responsibility for 
meeting them. 


There is enough realization of our deficiencies as a 
parish for surprise to be expressed at the warm and ready 
response to one person’s problem —-not because we do 
not normally respond but because of the intensity of the 
caring. Wow! Maybe we really are Christian! 


IT IS A good thought to build upon. Not so much self- 
congratulation as self-encouragement. Sometimes it is 
very hard to discern progress on the pilgrim way, so it is 
good to find a milestone every now and again to mark the 
forward movement. Like most parishes, we have suffered 
together, grumbled together and reformed together, 
forgiven together. It is heartening to believe that we also 
love together — not this little clique or that little pocket, 
but all of us, as a parish, loving together. 

And so we can be grateful to our shy, suffering brother 


for showing us that we just might be on the path where 
Jesus led. 


Lent Il: Lust and the family 


I won the Unpopular Mother of the Year medal a 
couple of months ago when I banned MTV viewing in 
our home. For those who don’t have teenagers or cable — 
and for that you’ll spend a little more time in purgatory 
— MTYV is a video version of the Hit Parade. It’s very 
popular with teens because it plays their songs with video 
portrayals and while these are class productions, they dish 
up the worst sexual and violent messages possible on non 
X-rated programming. 


I happened upon my son watching one segment that 
was loaded with sexual sadism and violence anid that 
ended it. ‘‘Oh, Mom,”’ he reacted in despair, ‘‘it isn’t 
going to hurt me.”’ 


“©YOU’RE DARN right,’’ I responded, stating firmly 
that if it went on again, cable would go. We had a few 
days of teen anger and silence but I didn’t relent. Why 
concern ourselves with our children’s physical health and 
let their emotional health degenerate to this level? 


Lust is the sin involved here, lust and violence and 
sadism that are being dished out to us daily in the form of 
music, TV, advertising and movies. Parents are aware of 
the inherent messages being offered us as entertainment 
but we feel helpless in dealing with them. With good 
reason. 


The Sacred Liturgy 


By Father Charles E. Miller, C.M. 


A week after the death of the MTV in our home, I read 
a piece in the Denver Catholic Register about Dial-a-Porn, 
a telephone recorded message of pornography available to 
any who, call. The FCC is puzzling over the dilemma of 
allowing’ free speech and free enterprise in this 
commercial venture while protecting children from being 
affected by it. 


I WAS furious when I read the industry’s response: 
‘It’s the parents’ responsibility to keep their kids from 
calling this number.’’ Once again, society offers attractive 
smut while making parents responsible for denying it to 
formative young minds and making them responsible for 
the ultimate effect upon society. 


As parents, we have a basic and active responsibility 
here — not just in offsetting this kind of trash in our 
homes but in fighting it in our society. It means we must 
take a strong part in stopping a galloping and lucrative 
business that is hazardous to our family. It means being 
watchful and outspoken, even mean if we have to. 


We elect legislators to represent our interests. One of 
their responsibilities is to help create a society that is 
conducive to rearing healthy citizens. We can’t rear good 


children in a bad environmemnt and it’s their job to 
watchdog and control things like pornographic messages 
via phone, not ours. Our job is to call their attention to it. 


HERE ARE some questions we can ask of ourselves: 


© Do we exercise quality control on what both we and 
our children view or do we just monitor what the children 
view? ® Do we make moral judgments and comments on 
scenes and behaviors contrary to our value system? ® Do 
we ever call or write the FCC or TV stations when we are 
unhappy with attractively presented immorality? 


@ When did we last contact our political 
representatives about issues like abortion, pornography, 
and Dial-a-Porn? ® Do we allow dirty jokes in our family 
conversations? ® Do we have the courage to stand up for 
good wholesome entertainment or do we capitulate to 
what’s being offered figuring that we are helpless in 
combatting it? 


e HAVE WE ever listened closely to the lyrics our 
children listen to every day and do we ban certain records 
because of their lyrics or covers? ® Are we leaving it to 
somebody else to clean up our lusty environment? 


Lent leads us to resurrection 


When you are born into a family, you enter into a 
relationship with parents and grandparents, brothers and 
sisters. As you grow up you begin to learn the family lore 
and you start to see that you are part of the story of how 
your grandparents, perhaps your great-grandparents, 
came to this country from Germany or Ireland or 
Mexico. All of this gives you a sense of belonging and 
may even explain some of your actions and your outlook 
on life. 


The eternal Son of God became human in time and so 
entered into a relationship with His ancestors through 
Mary, His mother. He was part of the Israelite people 
and shared in their history and their meaning. From 
Joseph He learned the family lore, the tradition of His 
people, and when old enough to attend the synagogue in 
Nazareth He heard read, and perhaps had the 
opportunity to see for Himself, the sacred and carefully 
cherished handwritten copy of His people’s story, the 
Bible. Two figures among others stood out in His mind: 
Moses and Elijah. 


MOSES REPRESENTED the law, which referred not 
to legislation as much as it did to the working out of God’s 
will. Moses, acting in the name and power of God and in 
accord with His will, His plan, led the Israelites from 


slavery in Egypt and began the important work of 
forming them into:a unified people with both an identity 
and a destiny. Elijah represented the prophets, those 
persons chosen by God to continue the formation of His 
people by being His spokesmen. The constant refrain of 
the prophets in teaching the people was ‘“Thus says the 
Lord God.’’ Their words were the words of God; through 
them God was present to His people in a unique and 
beautiful fashion. 


On the Second Sunday of Lent the Church each year 
proclaims to us the story of the transfiguration of Jesus on 
the mountain top. Prominent in the apparition are Moses 
and Elijah. Peter was so impressed with this presence of 
two men who summed up his history as part of the chosen 
people that he wanted to make sure that they and Jesus 
would remain with him always. That is why he wishes to 
put up three booths, three tents, for their shelter. Peter 
failed to realize that a new aspect of salvation history was 
unfolding before his eyes. Moses and Elijah stood facing 
Jesus as if to point to Him as the fulfillment of their roles 
and what they represented. 


Moses had indeed begun the work of forming a group 
of Bedouins, freed from slavery by divine providence, 
into the people of God. The mission of Jesus was to open 


His arms on the cross to embrace all of mankind, to free 
them from the slavery of sin and to draw them to Himself 
as one body, one spirit, the Church. 


ELIJAH AND all the prophets were spokesmen for 
God. Their words were the words of God, but Jesus was 
Himself the very Word of God. Not once did He utter the 
prophetic refrain, ‘“Thus says the Lord God.’’ Rather he 
boldly spoke in his own name, “‘I say to you....’’ His 
word continues to form us as God’s special people when 
we respond to the command of the Father: ‘‘This is my 
beloved Son on whom my favor rests. Listen to him.”’ 


The Lenten liturgy in an emphatic manner urges us to 
listen to Jesus and to follow His example. Jesus has freed 
us from sin, not to lead us to a promised land, but to 
complete within us the destiny which was represented by 
His transfiguration. The magnificent appearance in glory 
on the mountain top was a prelude to His resurrection as 
He passed through death to the fullness of eternal life. It is 
to a sharing in this fullness of life that we are called. 


We are now a part of the history of Jesus. That reality 
should give us a sense of belonging, but it should also 
guide our actions and shape our outlook on life. The Lent 
of this life leads to the Easter glory of eternal life. 
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Newlyweds look to shared values in marriage 
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Photo by Larry Plaster 


WEDDING VOWS — Miguel Solano and XochitIGarduno —_ Father Richard Brown, SJ, the pastor officiates. For the story on page 7. 
were married Mar. 10 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church. more on their marriage and their plans for the future, see 
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By Susan Nowak 


LINDA VISTA — Miguel Solano and 
Xochitl Garduno, who were united in 
marriage March 10 at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church in San Diego, were 
both raised with the same values, and that 
will help their marriage survive, Solano 
said. 


The couple’s parents were not “‘super 
religious,”’ he said, but gave their 
children a sense of right and wrong and 
‘*that basic belief in God.”’ 


SOLANO IS 30-and Miss Garduno, 
23. He is a sales clerk at the Target store 
‘in Chula Vista and she is a medical 
receptionist for Dr. Phillip Rand, a 
gynecologist. 


Solano goes to Mass at Church of the 
Most Precious Blood in Chula Vista. The 
couple .will live in that South Bay 
community after returning from their 
honeymoon. 


Solano does not think 30 is an old age 
to marry. ‘‘To me it’s about right,’’ he 
said. Many people who marry young end 
up divorced, he added. ‘‘I waited nice 
and long until I thought I was ready.”’ 


THE COUPLE met in December 
1982 at a birthday party for her nephew. 
Solano was the photographer for the 
occasion. 

They dated for a year before they 
became engaged about two months ago. 
‘Tt just kind of grew between us. We 
started talking about the future. We 
talked about it (marriage) and got used to 
the idea and decided to do it,’’ Solano 
said. i 

Miss Garduno had no qualms about 
marriage. ‘‘I knew he was the right 
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person I was looking for,’’ she said. *‘He 
was different from other guys...not wild. 
I met guys who were acting like little kids. 
He’s old enough to know what he’s doing. 
I like him because he always respects 


> 


me. 

SOLANO WAS looking for similar 
qualities when he found Miss Garduno. 
He knew he wanted ‘‘a good woman — 
somebody who wouldn’t be too wild. 
She’s very quiet and reserved.”’ 

Preparation for the wedding has 
become a family affair. When Southern 
Cross interviewed the couple in Miss 
Garduno’s parents’ home, her mother 
was busy making intricate tissue paper 


__ balls to attach to cars at the wedding. She 


was making ‘‘as many as I can.’’ Solano’s 
mother made two of the attendants’ 
dresses and his niece carried the wedding 
gown. train. 


Miss Garduno is the daughter of 
Fermin and Alicia Garduno and has four 
brothers and one sister. Solano’s father, 
Joaquin, is deceased. His mother is 
Esperanza Solano. He has two sisters, 
three brothers and one deceased brother. 


THE COUPLE would like two to four 
children; that was one aspect of their 
future they were encouraged to discuss at 
Pre-Cana classes. They talked to a priest, 
a doctor and a married couple in the 
Church-sponsored courses. 


They are glad they had a courtship that 
seemed long by today’s standards. ‘‘In 
retrospect, I think we got to know each 
other in that time,’’ Solano said. The 
year seemed like a long time to Miss 
Garduno, but it left her with assurance. 
“‘Now I’m sure,’’ she said with evident 
satisfaction. 


e Pre-Cana Literature 
e Liturgy Preparation 


e Records, Tapes, Song Books for Musicians 
e Wedding Cover Programs 
e Wedding Candie Ensembles 
e Wedding and Bridal Party Gifts 


O’CONNOR’S CHURCH GOODS 
3720 El Cajon Blvd. 


283-2306 


TUXEDO RENTALS 


1052 THIRD AVE. 
(NEXT TO K MART) 
CHULA VISTA. CA 92011 
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Everything For Your Wedding 


From the 


Bishop 


By Most Rev. 
| Leo T. Maher 


A personal message on your wedding day 


On behalf of the whole Christian community, | would like to congratulate you and offer you my 
love and support. On this most special day of your lives, | want you to know that you are in my 
prayers. | assure you of my very best wishes. 

Most ofall, | would like to thank you. As you begin your married life today, you know that few 
human endeavors match the seriousness of marriage and parenthood. Your commitment today 
has profound consequences for the future, since the quality of your marriage will set the tone 
for your family environment. Because you are making this commitment, | thank you. 


When you chose each other and made a mutual commitment to a lifetime of sharing, you saw 
a value in each other of such depth and proportion that you became willing to make a promise, 
“until death do us part.” Consider how special your love for each other must be to make such a 
promise. Consider how special God’s love for you must be to strengthen you in this promise. 
Consider how special you must be for us, your parents and friends, to affirm your promise and to 
wish that it be forever. Because you are special, we thank you. 


You are a gift to the Church and to society as a whole. You give what no one else can give. You 
do what no one else can do. Sacamental marriage is the sign of the covenant between Christ and 
His Church. Your fidelity is a sign of this love. Your fidelity is a sign we can all see and learn 
from. The love you share for each other (and the love Christ has for you) helps us to experience 
how Christ loves His Church. For this, we thank you. 

Your love challenges us to respond to Christ’s love with fidelity. Your love provides us a 
resource to fight the cynicism of our times. Your love and self-sacrifice strengthen us to make 
the human reality more beautiful. For this, we thank you. 

We need concrete examples of human courage in a world so filled with pain. We need to 
experience in a personal way the freshness of a new spiritual journey, one which affirms that 
God is the center of our lives. You give us the inspriation to love one another in His name. For 
this, we thank you. 

Today, Christ’s Church witnesses your love. Together, we are this Church. Together, we are 
pilgrims. May Christ the Lord walk with you, and with us, as we build up ahuman community of 
faith and love. 


Thank you and God bless you. 
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WASHINGTON (NC) — Debate over 
school prayer continued both outside and 
inside Congress this week as the Senate 
began its second week of deliberations on 
a controversial school prayer amendment. 


As discussions continued, Senate 
attention focused on a_ potential 
compromise package worked out by a 
group of senators led by Senate Majority 
Leader Howard Baker, R -Tenn. 


BAKER SAID March 12 that he 
expected to. let the school prayer debate 
continue for at least another week. 


Baker’s proposed compromise would 
provide for both individual and group 
vocal or silent prayer, prohibit the 
government from mandating a prayer or 
from composing one, and prevent anyone 
from being required to pray. 


It also included a provision to ensure 
‘‘equal access to the use of public facilities 
by voluntary religious groups.”’ 


ALSO STILL pending was a 
constitutional amendment offered by Sen. 
Strom Thurmond, R-S.C. It stated that 
nothing in the Constitution should be 
construed to prohibit individual or group 
prayer in public schools or other public 
institutions, that no one should be 
required to pray, and that the 
government should not compose the 
prayers. 


The proposed amendments were aimed 
at overturning 1962 and 1963 Supreme 
Court rulings banning organized public 
school prayer. 


While senators debated, the U-S. 
Catholic Conference, public policy arm of 
the U.S. bishops, reminded the bishops 
that the USCC backs the intentions of a 
school prayer amendment but believes 
any proposed amendment must include 
provisions allowing public school students 
to participate in on-site religious 
instruction. . 

A USCC official said the bishops were 
being mailed copies of a 1982 USCC 
position statement on the issue by Msgr. 
- Daniel Hoye, USCC general secretary. 


The Baker proposal did not spell out 


instruction specifically. 


Another idea suggested in the Senate 
was to set up ‘“‘praying’’ and ‘“‘non- 
praying”’ sections of classrooms to allow 
students to participate in prayer if they 
desired or to avoid prayer if they wished, 
without being stigmatized in either case. 


SCHOOL PRAYER also was 
becoming an issue in the House. The 
House Republican Policy Committee 
March 7 urged House Republicans to 
sign a petition to discharge a House 
school prayer constitutional amendment 
from committee for floor action. A House 
Republican leader compared the school 
prayer issue to international human rights 
problems. 


“‘Hardly a week has gone by in those 
13 years (since the House last voted on 
the issue) that the House has not heard 
major debate about human rights in 
nations everywhere on the globe,’’ said 
Rep. Dick Cheney, R-Wyo., “‘and yet 
this most basic human right of Americans 
— especially school children — that their 
right. to pray not be abridged has been 
tampered with.”’ 


The House Republican group had 
sponsored a forum Feb. 29 in which 
professional athletes and representatives 
of Christian groups had called for school 
prayer. 


BACKERS OF school prayer gathered 
on Capitol Hill March 5 as well for an all- 
night prayer vigil. 


House Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill, 
D-Mass., said that he does not personally 
agree with the idea of school prayer but 
will not thwart debate on an amendment 
if it reaches the floor. Republicans have 
accused Democrats of bottling up the 
school prayer proposals. 


President Reagan also urged passage of 
school prayer legislation when he 
addressed the meeting of the National 
Association of Evangelicals in Columbus, 
Ohio, March 6. 


IN PRAYER — Prior to speaking ata forum oak by the House Republican Study 


School prayer debate continues in, out of Congress 


NC photo 


Committee on prayer in public schools, former football star Rosey Grier, former 
Baltimore Colt Lenny Moore, and actor Demond Wilson bow their heads together in 


joint prayer. 


issue beyond reiterating its earlier stance, 
some Catholics, including the Knights of 
Columbus, were actively backing public 
school prayer. 


Other religious groups were lined up 
on both sides of the issue. 

The National Council of Churches, 
which represents 31 Protestant, Orthodox 
and Episcopal churches, urged rejection 
of public school prayer. 

OPPONENTS ARGUED that 
teaching children to pray is best left to 
parents and churches; that a prayer 
amendment is unnecessary because God 


cannot be expelled from school or 
anywhere else and that children can‘still 
pray on their own in their own class; that 
a school prayer would be so watered down 
in order to be acceptable that it would be 
meaningless, and that school prayer could 
threaten the rights of non-believers. 


But school prayer backers, such as the 
Knights of Columbus, said school prayer 
“is needed to re-establish and strengthen 
personal and moral values.”’ 


The Catholic fraternal group said the 
issue involves ‘‘the very moral fabric and 
strength of our society.’’ 


HAVE YOU 


what type of religious groups or activity 
might be allowed in public institutions 
and does not mention religious 
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Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy 
eternal happiness and peace. Amen. 
KENDAL, Marie Teresa. Mother of Marie 
’ Hoefer, Pat Kohnke; sister of Robert, Oscar and 
John Rocha; six grandchildren. Funeral Mass; 
March 8 at Holy Cross Mausoleum Chapel. 
Goodbody Mortuary 
KOCH, Mary. Mother of Mary Mayors and 
Sunny Read; eight grandchildren; six great-grand- 
children. Funeral Mass: March 5 at Holy Cross 
Mausoleum Chapel. 
Goodbody Mortuary 
WILLIAMS, Gertrude C. Mother of Joseph J. 
Williams; sister of Katheryn O’Brien, William A. 
Kirkpatrick; three grandchildren. Funeral Mass: 
March 8 at Holy Cross Mausoleum Chapel. 
Goodbody Mortuary 
ROSSI, Aldo Charles. Father of Patrick M. 
Rossi; eight grandchildren; eight great-grand- 
children. Funeral Mass: March 7 at St. Martins 


Church. a oe Mortuary 


or 

OO dbs L, OAUY 
BOULEVARD CHAPEL 
5027 EL CAJON BLVD. 
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MADE 
YOUR WILL? 


If not, the State has 7 
made already one for 

you! Making a will is an 
act of Christian Steward- 
ship. Write for helpful, 
free information on the 
importance of making a 
will. Remember the | 


church and its charities 
in your will among those 
you wished to remember. 


Rev. William A. Kraft, D.Min. 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNED GIVING ; 


LET US SEND YOU THE NO-OBLIGATION INFORMATION. | 
SIMPLY MAIL YOUR COUPON TODAY! 


Father William A. Kraft, D.Min. 
Diocese of San Diego 

P.O.Box 24, San Diego, CA 92112 
Telephone: 619/232-2812 


Dear Father Kraft, 

Please send me at no-obligation: 

O Diocese of San Diego Pooled Income Fund 
O Importance of Making a Will 


YOUR NAME | | 
ADDRESS 
CITY/STATE/ZIP | 
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By Monica Clark 


- NC News Service 


I sat in the small auditorium 
listening to Alexis — a dynamic, 
well-organized, sensitive woman 
who is strongly committed to 
justice and the poor. As she con- 
ducted the meeting that day, 
memories of an earlier conversa- 
tion with her kept interrupting 
my notetaking. 

“No one in this room knows 
what a miracle we’re witnessing,” 
I thought. Weeks before, Alexis 
confided to me that she had been 
raised from the dead. 

No, she hadn't returned from 
an out-of-the-body experience; 
she hadn’t been resuscitated from 
a catastrophic illness: 

She was brought back to a full. 
life through the: healing power of 
friendship. #! 


-O C 


After her husband died when 
she was 42, Alexis couldn’t fight 
off depression. She remembered 
rejection as a child. She 
remembered confusion as a 
young adult. She wept again for 
the child she'd miscarried and 
the family she felt she would 
never have. 

“I was dead inside,’ she said 
one afternoon. “I ended up in 
the hospital because I had no 
energy. They found nothing 
physically wrong with me so I 
had to leave.” 

Waiting for her when she was 
discharged was a neighbor who 
helped Alexis emerge from her 
emotional tomb. The woman 
took charge of personal details 
Alexis was too-exhausted to per- 
form. She directed Alexis to a 
counselor and helped her find a 
job. She continued her words of 
care and deeds of love as Alexis 
took her first halting steps, then 
wider strides and eventually giant 
leaps to recovery. 

“She couldn’t take my pain 
away,’ Alexis said. ‘I had to deal 
with that. But she kept extending 
her love and that love became 
the healing force.”’ 

How like Lazarus, I thought. 
He too was brought back to life 
by the power of love. 


_| Faith Toda 


Brought b 


After a long period of depres- 


iy sion, the woman was dead emo- 


tionally. But like Lazarus, she was 

raised by the power of love. Friend- 

ship, writes Monica Clark, means let- 

ting God work through us to bring new 
life — a resurrection — to others. 


In raising Lazarus from the 
tomb, Jesus makes us think of 
the resurrection. But the biblical 
story also gives us concrete 
reassurance of God’s eternal 
faithfulness to his friends. And 
we find a model of what it 
means to be a friend. 

Often it is 


remain near when 

a friend’s difficul- 

ties produce a ‘“‘stench”’ 

— different from the one 

Martha warned Jesus about 
when he came close to the tomb 
of her brother Lazarus, but 
unpleasant nonetheless. 

Not turning away is an impor- 
tant quality of friendship — love 
overcomes discomfort. 

Jesus did not hold back from 


Lazarus. Alexis’ neighbor came 
even though her friend was then 
unable to return kindness. 
—Friends enter into each 
other’s pain. Jesus wept for 
Lazarus and his grieving sisters. 
Jesus felt the loss. He was 
compassionate. 
Alexis spoke 


cries together” 
as she unveiled her 
brokenness to her 
friend, who replied that 
her heart felt fractured too. 
—A friend respects the mystery 
of God's unique action in each 


-person’s life and does not in- 


terfere with the process. Jesus 
did not hasten to Bethany to save 
Lazarus, despite family urgings. 
“If you had been here my 


pet mam Se NL n= 7 
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ack to life by a friend - 


brother would never have 
died,’’ Martha said. 

Alexis had to work through her 
own despair; her friend couldn't 
rescue her from those of her 
struggles that were strictly an 
“Alexis and God affair.” 

—Friends offer supportive love 
that helps the other person grow. 
In praying for Lazarus’ resurrec- 
tion, Jesus said: I speak for the 
sake of all those who stand 
around me so they may believe 
that you sent me. 

Alexis listened to her friend’s 
promptings to pursue whatever 
actions would restore her to 
emotional health. 

—A friend knows when it is 
time to let go. John writes that 

Jesus let Lazarus “‘go free.” 
Alexis’ friend did not try to hold 
on to her, to protect her, to con- 
trol her. Rather she rejoiced 
when Alexis could walk alone 
again. 


0 a) 


If Jesus were to pose a few 
questions today, perhaps he 
would ask: 

When you hear a friend is suf- 
fering from cancer, do you over- 
come your fear of not knowing 
what to say or do, in order not 
to leave him alone? 

When you visit a grieving 
widow, what words and ac- 
tions do you use to let her know 
you want to help absorb her 
pain? 

Do you think about whether 
your action will support your 
friend’s spiritual and emotional 
growth? q 

Do you know how to step 
away, to give a friend needed 
freedom? Do: you know when it 
is right to return with highly visi- 
ble love? 

Friendships can evoke the best 
from us. They require taking 
risks, surrendering control, en- 
during pain. Ultimately friendship 
means trusting that God will 
work through us to bring life — 
resurrection — to others. 


(Ms. Clark is on the staff of the 
Catholic Voice in Oakland, 
Calif.) 
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Having Jesus. 


in common 


By Father David K. O’Rourke, OP 
NC News Service 


For a moment think of the 
people who followed Jesus. What 
drew them together? 

The followers of Jesus had just 
about one thing in common — 
Jesus. That may be a bit 
overstated, but not by much. 

Jesus created a circle of friends 
from people who, under normal 
circumstances, might not have 
given each other the time of day. 

In gathering his disciples Jesus 
did something almost revolu- 
tionary. He crossed very solid 
political, social, religious and 
class lines. 

It was a time and a place in 
which the barriers that separated 
people were valued and maintain- 
ed. The group you belonged to 
said a lot about who you were, 
what work you did, whom you 
married and what you owned. 

Jesus asked his followers to 
leave all that behind. 

He must have had a very at- 
tractive personality. For the peo- 
ple came, not as zealots plotting 
a revolt, not as cult members. 
They came to be with him. 

It was Jesus as a person who 
was their common point, his 
friendship that they wanted. 

The attraction of people to 
Jesus is recorded in a number of 
places. Once after several hectic 
days, Jesus went off for a few 
moments of quiet. The people 
came looking for him. ““We 
wanted to see you, but you were 
gone,”’ they said. 

There’s almost a sense of 
reproach in that statement, like 
the disappointment of a child on 
finding that a parent is not home. 

What do we know of the 
friends of Jesus? 

There was Peter. An able or- 
ganizer and natural leader, he 
was the head of what we would 
call a fishing cooperative. But, 
like most people in his exploited 
region, he was not well-off. 

By contrast, at the top of the 
social ladder in‘Jesus’ time, there 
were men like Joseph of 
Arimathaea. He gave his tomb for 
the body of Jesus. There was 
Nicodemus, who took the body 
of Jesus from the cross for burial. 
Both were influential members of 
the Sanhedrin, the nation’s 
supreme council. 

Rich, successful politicians in 
those days did not tend to mix 
with poor folk, especially not 
those from places like Galilee, 
which they looked down upon as 
a wild and woolly frontier. 

But, attraction to Jesus Over- 
came these forceful barriers. 


What was the source of this at- 
traction? The friendship Jesus of- 
fered, a friendship so strong it 
rivaled family ties. 

Once, in this clan-run country, 
Jesus was told that his relatives 
wanted him outside. But he 
pointed to his followers and said, 
“Those are my family.”’ 

Today people in the church 
continue to look for models of 
what it means to be a communi- 
ty. We don’t have to look far. 
We have the friendship between 
Christ and his followers. 

The church has grown beyond 
the local conditions that marked 
the time of Christ. But friendship 
was no easier in the time of 
Jesus. .If anything, the barriers 
between people were even 
greater then. 

In my ministry I have seen 
how central real friendship is to a 
living community. Friendship 
provides a solid, human base 
when it comes to living our faith. 

But friendship centered on 
Christ gives even more. Why did 
you leave everything to follow 
me? Jesus asked a friend one day. 
“You have the words of eternal 
life,’ the friend responded. 

Within the church we believe 
that our friendship for each other 
anticipates that eternal life. 


(Father O’Rourke is on the 
staff of the Family Life Office in 
the Diocese of Oakland, Calif.) 
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Indeed 


By Kath. 
NC News. 
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From fishermen to Pharisees — Jesus’ cast of frie 


By Father John Castelot 


* NC News Service 


It was bad enough to welcome 
some of the people Jesus 
welcomed. But to eat with them! 
That was unforgivable. 

In the land of Jesus — in that 
culture — the sharing of a meal 
forged an intimate bond of kin- 
ship among the diners. This is 
what was perplexing about Jesus 
to some people in his culture. 

More than once we hear peo- 
ple complain, with evident shock 
and disapproval: “‘This fellow 
welcomes sinners and. eats with 
them.” (All those subject to 
disapproval were automatically 
stereotyped as “‘sinners.’’) 

Indeed, during one dinner he 
had the audacity to hold up a 
streetwalker, who washed his 
feet with her tears in thanksgiv- 
ing for his forgiveness, as an ex- 
ample to others. Luke, who 


always treats women very con- 
siderately, doesn’t name the 
woman, apparently out of con- 
cern for her reputation. 

It’s not quite accurate to say 
that this woman crashed the par- 
ty. Ordinarily the dining rooms 
were on the ground floor in 
Jewish homes and open to the 
street. Passersby often dropped 
in and sat along the wall listening 
to the interesting table talk of 
people in the know. The woman 
could have taken advantage of 
this opportunity to get near 
Jesus. Then it was only a few 
short steps from her place by the 
wall to Jesus’ feet. 

The diners reclined on 
cushions around low serving 
tables with their legs extending 
out into the room. They helped 
themselves to the food from a 
common dish or dishes. 

This emphasized the bond of 
unity forged by eating together. All 


of the diners quite visibly shared 
the same food, were nourished by 
the same substance and became in- 
timately one as a result. 

St. Paul reflects that custom in 
connection with the Eucharist in I 
Cor. 10:17. Here he writes, be- 
cause ‘‘the loaf of bread is one, 
we, many though we are, are one 
body for we all partake of the one 
loaf.” 

Jesus’ treatment of the street- 
walker isn’t unusual. The fact is 
that he. befriended everyone 
without distinction. It was 
enough that one be a human. per- 
son, a son or daughter of the 
heavenly Father. 

Jesus could accept a dinner in- 
vitation at the home of a leading 
Pharisee and rub elbows with his 
host’s none too congenial 
friends. 

He seems to have been.a fre- 
quent guest at the home of the 
apparently well-to-do sisters, Mar- 
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The basic unit 
| of community 


By Katharine Bird 
NC News Service 


“Life has no better gift to give. 
Who could have deserved it?”’ 
was the comment of British 
writer C.S. Lewis on having 
friends. 

A friend is someone who 
“helps us get beneath things that 
are easily said, down to our inar- 
ticulate hopes and wonder- 
ings...someone who listens to our 
dreams,’’ said Dominican Father 
Paul Philibert, a theologian. 

A friend is a “Band-Aid for our 
psychic lives, a quick fix when 
things go wrong,”’ said theolo- 
gian Theodore Hengesbach. 


“When you cut yourself, you 
need the blood stopped right 
away, with no questions asked,” 
said Hengesbach, who teaches at 
Indiana University in South Bend. 
Similarly, he said, a friend 
understands when “‘you need sup- 
port, with no questions asked.” 

This is possible, because friends 
“have a shared vocabulary of 
words, gestures and body lan- 
guage” built up gradually over the 
years. He told about a reunion 
with his best friend of 20 years 
ago. “It was marvelous,’ Henges- 

.u|bach said. Despite the years that. 
linervenea: it was ‘as if no time 
had elapsed.”’ 

Father Philibert considers 
friendship ‘‘extremely important”’ 


of friends 


tha and Mary. But he could also 
revel in the rowdy company of.a 

- tax-collector’s cronies. 

It became apparent, as time 
went on, that Jesus preferred the 
company of the lowly and op- 
pressed of society — so apparent, 
in fact, that the more respectable 

& people were scandalized. 

; It is interesting to speculate 
about a Jesus who would have 
chosen his friends exclusively 
from the ranks of the rich and 
powerful. One almost shudders at 
the thought. 

- For his intimate friends, Jesus 
chose a nondescript group of 
very ordinary people: fishermen, 
a tax collector, a political 
agitator. And he urged his friends 

to become still more ordinary — 
as trusting as little children. 


(Father Castelot teaches at St. 
John’s Seminary, Plymouth, Mich.) 


for individuals at every stage of 
life. He is director of the-Center 
for the Study of Youth Develop- 
ment at The Catholic University 
of America in Washington, D.C. 
Friendship plays a vital role in 
helping people discover the 
meaning of life, the priest said. 
Peopie don’t grow up to 
automatically possess certain 
values. Instead, he explained, 
people notice what is valued by 
those they love. Adopting similar 
values “‘binds us together.” 
People are “‘made for com- 
munity,” the priest observed, and 
friendship is the basic unit” of 
community. By sharing their 
dreams with others, people 
derive a great deal of energy as 
well as ‘‘a sense of direction.” 
Lewis wrote in a book titled 
“The Four Loves” that friendship 
comes through sharing a vision. 
It is born when two people 
discover they have a common in- 
terest or taste or insight and “‘in- 
stantly they stand together.” 
Friendship is the instrument by 
which God reveals the beauties 
of other people to us, Lewis 
commented. He compared friend- 
ship to a feast where God has 
spread the table and presides. 
Father Philibert suggested that 


» friends. fulfill a variety of roles 


for people. Some are especially 
talented at encouraging creativity. 
We turn to them when we are 
‘“‘on the brink of something ex- 
citing,’ Father Philibert said. 

He remarked that his brother, 
an artist, always has people 
“hanging around him.” The 
priest speculated that these peo- 
ple find their own creativity 
stimulated by that association. 
Creative friends have a knack of 
reassuring “‘us that what we want 
is worth’’ what is required. 

Then there is the spiritual 
friend. This person listens to our 
late-night conversations and has 
the knack of inspiring us to get 
back on track, Father Philibert 
said. Such a friend reaffirms “‘that 
the dream is there even when all 
doesn’t go well.”’ 

For adults, intensely preoc- 
cupied with their careers, friends 
offer the opportunity to relax. 
With friends, Father Philibert in- 
dicated, adults feel free to let 
aspects of their personalities 
emerge — aspects that are not 
related to their work; perhaps an 
ability as an athlete, or the ability 
to enjoy a social situation or to 
just have fun. This can be “‘a very 
liberating experience,” he said. 


(Ms. Bird is an associate editor 
of Faith Today.) 
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The surgeon struggled through 
many years of study and hard 
work to establish himself in his 
chosen specialty. Finally he 
achieved success: His colleagues 
accepted him as an authority; pa- 
tients invariably admired his 
work, 

Still, in time, he became 
restless. 

Though he enjoyed his work, 
he found that it didn’t exhaust 
his interests. So he enrolled in a 
welding class. At the first session 
he introduced himself without 
mentioning he was a doctor. 
Later, he explained that he had 
wanted the other class members 
to judge him strictly on his abili- 
ty as a welder. Gaining recogni- 
tion for this side of his personali- 
ty was important to him, he said. 

Was this doctor’s action 
unusual? 

According to Dominican Father 
Paul Philibert, probably not. He 
explained that people who have 
worked singlemindedly for suc- 
cess in a career often find 
themselves feeling somewhat stifl- 
ed, somewhat one-dimensional. 
They can begin to feel isolated 
by their professions or careers. 
They fear that the only recogni- 
tion they ever get is for their 
career achievements. 

And this gives a clue to what 
people often seek from friends. 

Father Philibert, who is direc- 
tor of the Center for the Study of 
Youth Development at The 


...fOf GiSCUSSION 


4 
1. When it comes to friends, 
what matters most to you? 


2. In Monica Clark’s article, a 
friend brings someone ‘back to 
life.’ The writer suggests that 
friends really can help to com- 
municate life to each other. What 
does this really mean? Can peo- 
ple really share life, give life? 


3. Why talk about friendship 
during Lent? Do you see this as a 
topic of particular interest for 
Christians involved in a journey 
of faith? 


4. Father David K. O’Rourke 
thinks that a look at the friends 
of Jesus shows that the Lord was 
able to overcome barriers that 
otherwise would have divided his 
friends. And Father O’Rourke 
suggests that this tells people 
‘something about the Christian 
community today, and a role 
Jesus fulfills in that community. 
What does Father O’Rourke 
mean? 


...for thought 


Catholic University of America in j 
Washington, D.C., said friends 

can fulfill the happy role of ap- 

preciating and applauding the fur- 

ther dimensions of our per- 

sonalities. In fact, it is with 

friends that people may feel free 

enough to explore untested 

talents and abilities. 

A similar theme is discussed by 
Holy Cross Father Bernard 
Mullahy in a recent book titled 
“The Splendid Risk.”’ (University 
of Notre Dame Press) 

He writes: ““Human friendship 
means mutual enrichment and ’ 
constant growth.” Friendship 
means having the capacity to 
reach out to others. 

Father Mullahy finds that 
friendship “‘is a unique kind of 
relation and commitment,’ one 
that ‘‘has no strings attached.” 
For the Holy Cross educator, 
friendship involves ‘‘a mutual 
sharing of life...in the sense of 
sharing with each other those 
aspects of life that can be shared 
and that the friends consider 
precious.”’ 

Friends will be open and 
available to each other, he adds. — 
And friends love not simply one 
or two qualities in each other; 
they love each other as they are, 
as whole human beings. zy 

This, says Father Mullahy, % 
“calls for a constant act of faith 
and hope, a readiness to respect 1 
and respond to the wholeness 
and uniqueness of others.”’ 


SECOND HELPINGS 


“Lent: A Time for Making All 
Things New,” by Ethel Mar- 
bach. This four-page publication 
provides practical suggestions 
for celebrating the Lenten 
season. Mrs. Marbach quotes 
Father Henri Nouwen in obser- 
ving: “Jesus in no way wants us aS 
to leave our many-faceted 
world. He wants us to live in it, 
but firmly rooted in the center 
of all things. Jesus does not 
speak of a change of ac- 
tivities...nor even a change of 
pace. He speaks of a change of 
heart.’’ Mrs. Marbach suggests 
people look for ways to give of 
their time, energy and privacy in 
helping others during Lent. (The 
Catholic Update series publish- 
ed by St. Anthony Messenger 
Press, 1615 Republic St., Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio 45210. 1982. 
25-99 copies, $.20 each. An- 
nual subscription, $5.) 10 
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CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR 


‘| was Jesus 


friend 


By Janaan Manternach 
NC News Service 


My name is Salome. I knew 
Jesus well. 

I remember well when I first 
met him. He came home one 
evening with my husband, 
Zebedee, and my two boys, 
James and John. It was several 
years ago. We lived near the Sea 
of Galilee, where Zebedee and 
the boys were fishermen. 

That evening Jesus had dinner 
with us. My husband and sons 
were very excited. James and 
John said Jesus called them and 
asked them to follow him. None 
of us knew what that meant. 

We had a lovely meal. All of us 
liked Jesus very much. He was so 
strong but so gentle. He was sen- 
sitive and kind. I could have 
listened to him talk all night. 

He talked in pictures. You 
could see and feel everything he 
said. 

That night I made a decision 
that changed my life. I decided 
that if my two boys could go 
with Jesus, so could I. 

I knew what I would do. ft 
decided to help support Jesus 
and his work. Several other 
women friends had the same 
idea. Mary Magdalene was one of 
our group. 

We went everywhere he went 
— always in the background, as 
women in our time often were 
— but always with him. We 
bought food and saw that he and 
his disciples got enough to eat. 
So many people came to Jesus 
for help that he hardly had time 
to rest. He certainly didn’t have 
time to cook. 

Jesus appreciated all that Mary 
and I and the others did for him. 


He became our friend. He didn’t 
try to hide from us how tired he 
sometimes got, and how 
discouraged. 

He shared with us his dreams 
and hopes too. Some of my hap- 
piest memories are of evenings 
when Jesus just relaxed with his 
disciples and with us as we serv- 
ed a simple meal. 

There were very tense 
moments too, and scary times. I 
worried constantly about Jesus 
after we began spending more 
time in and around Jerusalem. 
We knew Jesus had many 
enemies. They did not like him 
because of what he said and did. 
Many nights I was so worried 
about him I could not sleep. 

Then it happened. It was the 
saddest moment of my life. I 


-stood not far from the cross, wat- 


ching him suffer until he died. I 
held his dead body in my arms 
and helped lay it in the tomb. 
Mary Magdalen and I cried all. 
that night. 

But our tears soon changed to 
laughs. On the following Sunday 
Mary and I found his tomb emp- 
ty. And Mary saw: him: alive..We 
all did in the evening. What a 
great day that was! 

I have so many memories of 
Jesus. I feel he is with me even 
closer now than when we took 
care of him back in Galilee. I feel 
like one of the luckiest women in 
the world. 


This ficttonalized account of 
Salome is based on two biblical 
passages: Luke 5:8-11; and Mark 
16:1-8. 


(Ms. Manternach is the author 
of numerous catechetical books 
and articles for children.) 


HOW ABOUT YOU? 


ing with Jesus? 


L] Imagine you are a child living near the Sea of Galilee. How do you think 
you would feel if your older brother came home one day and unexpectedly 
announced he was leaving home to follow an exciting prophet named Jesus? 


What could you do to remember your brother while he is away travel- 


Children’s Reading Corner 


When we are with someone for a long time, they learn a lot about 
us and we learn a lot about them. Memories are part of the bond of love 
that holds people together when they have to be apart. In ‘“‘A Book for 
Jodan,”’ by Marcia Neufield, 9-year-old Jodan learns this lesson after her 
parents’ divorce. While visiting her father after several months of separa- 
tion, he surprises her with a wonderfully healing book — a book of 
memories for them to share together. (Atheneum Publishers, 122 E. 42nd 
St., New York, N.Y. 10017. 1975. Hardback, $8.95.) 


If her sons could go with Jesus, Salome 


thought, then she could too. Other women 
had the same idea. Mey followed Jesus and 

he became 
Atheir friend. 
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After ordination to the priesthood in 
his native Ireland, Father Peter Quinn 
came to America to give his life of 
priestly service to the disadvantaged liv- 
ing in our poorest home mission areas. 


Supported by grants from the Catho- 
lic Extension Society, Father Quinn 
has earned the trust of his Mississippi 
parishioners by devoted service to their 
spiritual needs. He is part of a team of 
home missioners who, together with 
Extension, pursue the vital and urgent 
task of evangelization here in the 
United States. But the team is too 
small to do the job without help. It 
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needs new members. It needs you. 


Join us and become a member of the 
Extension Society team. Although you 
won't be present in the home missions 
personally, your impact will be felt in 
this holy effort. Together we can bring 
the Word of Christ to those who don’t 
have it. 


Write for a free subscription to Ex- 
tension magazine today and discover 
the difference you can make. Together, 
and with God's grace, we can achieve 
His missionary goals here in our own 
beleved country. 


The Catholic Church 


EXTENSION scciety 


35 East Wacker Drive ® Chicago, Illinois 60601 
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VOWS RENEWED — After 27 years of marriage, 
Sebastian and Rosario Pena renewed their wedding 


vows recently before Father Emilio Angulo at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Church. After the ceremony the couple 


Photos by Larry Plaster 


posed with their children, grandchildren and family. 


Married love: What is it? How does it endure? 


New understanding 
of ‘covenant’? — 
fidelity, partnership 


Continued from page 1 


Father Campbell, takes into account the 
pastoral theology of the Second Vatican 
Council and the later documents which 
implement its decrees. With regard to 
-marriage, this includes the Pastoral 
Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World (Gaudium et spes), which. 
calls marriage a conjugal covenant of 
irrevocable personal consent leading to an 
intimate partnership of married life and 
love. 


Also included is the 1970 document on 
mixed marriages promulgated by Pope 
Paul VI. The old Code, noted Father 
Campell, ‘‘very “much discouraged”’ 
mixed marriages. 2 

‘““ALSO, WE find in the revised Code 
new developments in the behavioral 
sciences regarding a person’s capacity to 
commitment to the marriage covenant 
and the emphasis placed on the total 
person, not just on certain functions,’’ he 


said, and blends them with traditional. 


legal statements. 


“Tt calls for one’s total involvement in 
establishing the conjugal community of 
life and‘love which is marriage.’’ 


The 1917 Code defined the object of 
the marriage contract as the right to the 
body, but the revised code identifies it as 
the giving and receiving of the parties 
themselves, said Father Campbell. 


“‘THERE IS absent any direct 
reference to the ‘hierarchy of ends’ (the 
procreation and education of children). 
They are not seen as ends, but as equals, 
and marriage is regarded as a 
‘partnership of the whole life.” This is a 
Roman law phrase which emphasizes the 
essentially interpersonal nature of the 
union.”’ 


As a consequence of this new emphasis 
on covenant, noted Father Campbell, the 
revised. Code establishes as a norm 
adequate preparation before marriage 
and its on-going pastoral support after the 
ceremony. This is a mandate both to the 
pastor and to the entire Christian 
community, he said. 


‘*Pastoral care is not merely a phrase, 
but it is a reality for all those committing 
themselves to the Christian vocation of 
marriage. The revised Code refers to 
‘ecclesial community’ and identifies the 
parish itself — the priests, the Religious, 
and the lay persons — as responsible for 
‘the pastoral care of those to be married 
and those already married,’’ said Father 
Campbell. 

THE PRIMARY responsibility within 
the community always falls on the pastor 
himself, said Father Campbell, but this 
should not be seen ‘‘in an isolated or 


_ remarriage, 


paternalistic manner. The pastor’s first 
duty is to be leader of his Christian 
community, and the community itself 
should be the means of assisting those 
entering the marital state, as well as those 
already committed to the married life.’’ 


Statistics say that marriage is in 
trouble. The 1980 census showed that for 
every two couples entering marriage, 
there was one couple getting divorced. 
(But more divorces are followed by 
and the percentage of 
unmarried adults is at an all-time low.) 
Father Campbell speaks of a ‘‘marriage 
crisis,’’ and identifies a number of factors 
as contributing to it: 


“One of the most important is, 
obviously, the loss of social supports for 
permanent marital commitment. This is 
reflected in many developments over the 
past few decades: divorce laws which 
made it easier to end a marriage, the 
reduction of financial sanctions which are 
attached to divorce, fewer restrictions in 
entering marriage.”’ 


BUT MOST - important, said Father 
Campbell, is the change in society’s 
mores, especially with regard to sexuality. 


The revised Code, however, by 
stressing the role of the entire Christian 
community in making marriage work, is 
a ‘‘recognition of the significance of one’s 


peers on the fulfillment of one’s 
responsibility.”’ 
‘‘By making successful Christian 


marriage an integral part of the Christian 
community’s identity, the Church creates 
a reciprocal relationship of growth and a 
counter-cultural sign to the world.” 


BECAUSE MARRIAGE is also a 
sacrament, it can neither be separated 
from the faith dimension, nor from the 
witness it gives to Christ’s relationship to 
His Church. 


Asks Father Campbell: ‘‘Is our 
ecclesial community really passing on to 
its younger brothers and sisters the 
uniqueness of Christian marriage? Are 
they learning. about the mystery of 
Christ’s incarnation in the manner in 
which they can participate in it through 
the incarnation of marriage? Do they 
understand the positive meaning of 
indissolubility? Fidelity? And _ the 
formation of a family?”’ 


Much attention is paid to vocation 
today, said Father Campbell, but usually 
in terms of priesthood or the religious life 
and, now, to the permanent diaconate, 
but these ‘‘sacramental vocations or 
vowed vocations are, really, only a very 
small part of the Church.”’ 


“CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE as a 
sacrament is the sacramental vocation of 
the Church,’” he concluded. “‘And yet we 
really don’t give the time, the money, the 
personnel, to preparing people for the 
vocation. ‘hat is a vocation meant to 
build up the body of the Church.”’ 


‘interpretation of what was 


Compromise, 


communicate 


and pray 


Continued from page 1 


Mr. Pena said. 


Besides ‘‘the help of God,’’ the most 
important quality of a lasting marriage is 
the patience to refrain from discussing 
problems in the midst of anger, Mrs. 
Pena said. Harsh words lead to 
resentment and that contributes to 
marriage break-ups, she added. 


Mr. Pena had to agree with that. ‘‘No 
one wants to give in when they are 
upset.’’ He and his wife both had to 
compromise at times, he added. 


COMPROMISE WAS nothing new to 
them. They knew each other four years 
before they married and had already 
learned to give in at times. 


Mrs. Pena was raised with the notion 
that marriage meant staying together no 
matter what. Now, it seems to Mrs. Pena, 
people are unwilling to put up with 
anything disagreeable. 


She is also glad their parents would not 
let them leave one another and ‘‘run 
home’’ when problems arose. The Penas 
knew they were on their own as soon as 
they wed, she said. 


MARRIAGES COLLAPSE at a more 
rapid rate today because many people 
want to ‘‘carry on’’ as if they are not 
married, Mr. Pena said. They want to do 
things alone or with friends to the 
detriment of their marriage, he noted. 


The Penas’ faith has helped their 
marriage survive, they said. They have 
not been hesitant to seek help from God 
and man, the couple added. 


They always have recited the rosary as 
a family after dinner, no matter who their 
dinner guest might be. The family has 
plenty of rosaries to go around — about a 
dozen brightly colored rosaries hang from 
a nail beside their door. 


Sometimes Mr. Pena thinks he and his 
wife waited too long to marry. He wanted 
to marry at a younger age, but he 
couldn’t find ‘‘the right person’’ to share 
his life with. Mrs. Pena thinks their wait 
was willed by God, because when she met 
her husband-to-be, she knew he was the 
man for whom she had waited. 


Did pastor nix 25G wedding? 


DETROIT (NC) — A prospective 
bride has accused a pastor of overstepping 
his authority by cancelling her wedding, 
estimated to cost $25,000, less than an 
hour before the ceremony. 


But the priest, Jesuit Father James 
Serrick of Gesu Church in Detroit, denied 
he was responsible for the cancellation 
although a conversation with the groom 
that morning had concerned him. 


FATHER SERRICK said the 
27-year-old prospective bridegroom, 
Samuel Jones, was extremely nervous 
during their conversation before the 
wedding. ‘‘I’ve seen pre-wedding jitters, 
that’s not unusual,’’ he said. ‘‘But this 
was totally different.”’ 


The priest said that the content of his 
conversation with Jones was confidential. 


More than 100 of the 500 invited guests 
had gathered in the church before it was 
announced that the 3 p.m. wedding had 
been cancelled. 


THE CANCELLATION gained 
increased publicity when it was reported 
that the entire event had cost about 
$25,000, including rented limousines, 
more than $1,000 for flowers, a reception 
at a popular local night club, and a 
Caribbean cruise. 

On March 5, two days after the 
cancelled ceremony, the couple met with 
Father Serrick at the rectory. He said that 
he and Jones ‘“‘disagreed with the 
said on 
Saturday..”’ 


Miss Rudolph and her mother, Pearlye 
Rudolph, told the Detroit Free Press that 
the priest had overstepped his authority 
by calling off the wedding. They said they 
were ‘‘devastated’’ by the cancellation. 


“WHAT WOULD [have gained from 
calling off the wedding?’’ Father Serrick 
asked. ‘“There was nothing in it for me. I 
knew this would turn into a mess. It was 
difficult circumstances. It would have 
been easier to dodge it, but that would 
have been dishonest.”’ 


During the six-month period of 
marriage preparation, Father Serrick said 
he had not noticed anything unusual 
troubling the couple. ‘‘Everything was 
fine until the morning of the wedding,’’ 
he said. 


The Jesuit said he felt that according to 
canon law a priest has the responsibility 
not to officiate at a marriage if in 
conscience he feels there is something 
seriously wrong. 


IMMACULATE HEART Sister 
Sharon Holland, a canon lawyer for the 
Detroit archdiocesan tribunal, said a 
priest ‘‘definitely has the responsibility to 
make sure the couple is prepared and free 
of any impediments to make sure it is a 
valid marriage.” 


The canon lawyer said that if in 
conscience the priest felt that ‘‘the person 
wasn’t of a state of free will, then he can’t 
go through with that marriage. Consent, 
which is what makes a marriage take 
place, has to be a free act of the will.’”’ 
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NC photo 
FAST SITE — A pilgrim pauses at the foot of Ireland’s 
Croagh Patrick near a statue of St. Patrick before 
climbing to the summit of the mountain where the saint 
fasted during Lent of 441. 


Another look at the ‘wall of separation’ 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Have some bricks been 
removed from what is popularly seen as a constitutional 
‘‘wall of separation’’ between church and state to allow a 
little room for religion? 


The Supreme Court’s decision last week in the 
Pawtucket, R.I., nativity scene case and other recent 
court rulings indicate that it might be time for another 
look. 


IF THERE is a wall (experts disagree on its existence, 
although the court itself said in the Pawtucket case it has 
referred to one) it looks as if that wall might be less 
formidable than it once seemed. — 


The Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights 
said the new decision, like a 1983 ruling on tax breaks for 
parents of parochial school children, seems to demostrate 
new. openness to religious freedom. 


In the Pawtucket (Lynch vs. Donnelly) majority 
opinion written by Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, the 
court said that enforcing a regime of total separation of 
church and state had not been considered possible or 
desirable. 


“NOR DOES the Constitution require complete 
separation of church and state,’ Burger said, speaking for 
the 5-4 majority. Instead, ‘‘it affirmatively mandates 
accommodation, not merely tolerance, of all religions and 
forbids hostility toward any.”’ 


Perhaps giving a further glimpse into the justices’ 
views, Burger also repeated a quote from legal scholar 
Joseph Story, who in 1833, discussing the First 
Amendment, wrote: ‘“The real object of the Amendment 
was...to prevent any national ecclesiastical establishment, 


St. Patrick’s Day: Joy, repentance 


By NC News Service 


While St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, is often a day of 
celebration even during Lent, legend surrounding the 
Irish saint also speaks of repentance. 


Robert Meyer, professor emeritus of Celtic studies at 
the Catholic University of America in Washington, said 
that most people don’t know the Irish legend of St. 
Patrick’s Purgatory. 


ACCORDING TO the legend, St. Patrick took his 
followers to an island in Loch Derg, a lake in County 
Donegal, where they would enter a cave and see visions of 
purgatory. : 

Patrick wanted to warn his followers of the evils and 
dangers of sin, Meyer said. The people would see the pain 
and suffering of those sentenced to purgatory. 
SLA AT AG PN ES TET 


Pope on Lenten retreat 


By Sister Mary Ann Walsh 


VATICAN CITY (NC) — A cardinal who spent a 
month in the hands of Angolan guerrillas will lead the 
papal Lenten retreat, Vatican Radio reported March 7. 


Pope John Paul II scheduled his retreat March 11-17 at 
the Vatican under the direction of Cardinal Alexandre do 
Nascimento of Lubango, Angola, said Vatican Radio. 


- CARDINAL DO Nascimento was kidnapped in 

October 1982 by UNITA, a guerrilla group fighting 
Angola’s Marxist government. After calls for his release 
by Pope John Paul and the Angolan bishops’ conference 
the rebels released him and said that his kidnapping had 
been a mistake. 


While on retreat, the pope will not hold his usual series 
of audiences and public events, with the exception of the 
weekly general audience March 14, said Vatican Radio. 


This would mark the first time in the pope’s five-year 
pontificate that the papal retreat would be interrupted for 
a public event. The change from the pope’s usual retreat 
practice of complete seclusion is believed to be a 
recognition of the large number of pilgrims who have 
been coming to Rome during the Holy Year, which ends 
Easter Sunday, April 22. 
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Patrick’s Purgatory sounds depressing, Meyer said, 
but the Irish saint really cared about his people. 


“PATRICK WAS not like the great metaphysical 
theologians, but was a very practical, down-to-earth man. 
He came to Ireland, a country obsessed by pagan 
superstitions and rites, and converted the people to 
Christianity.,’’ said Meyer. 

Loch Derg, in Northern Ireland, has been a place of 
pentitential pilgrimages at least since the 12th century. 


‘*There, on three-day retreats, people fast, go barefoot 
and sleep on the ground after spending the first night in 
prayer. Then they go to confession,’’ Meyer said. 

MEYER HAS his doubts as to whether St. Patrick ever 
went to the island. He might have, Meyer said, but 
probably the legend is based more on _ literary 
imagination. 

Still, those who are feeling penitent the morning after a 
St. Patrick’s Day celebration might consider reflecting on 
the ancient pilgrimage to St. Patrick’s Purgatory, Meyer 
added. 


St. Patrick lived in the late fourth and early fifth 
centuries. In his early teens he was sold as a slave in 


Ireland and after six years he found a ship to bring him 


home. 

SOME BIOGRAPHERS believe he studied for the 
priesthood in Europe before returning to Ireland 
preaching conversion. ° 


SAN DIEGO — A 60-minute color videotape made at 
the site of claimed apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in Yugoslavia will be shown at 7:15 p.m. Mar. 18 at Holy 


Spirit Church. The program will be presented by Dr. 
Arturo Jimenez-Vera, who travelled to Medjujorge, 
Yugoslavia, last October to record the story. 
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which should give to a hierarchy the exclusive patronage 
of the national government.”’ 


The Lynch decision was the fourth high court ruling in 
the 1980s that at least made the proverbial wall seem less 
hostile. The other three cases were: 


e A June 1983 decision, in Mueller vs. Allen, that a 
Minnesota law permitting annual tax deductions to 
parents of parochial school students is constitutional as 
long as parents of public school children can also claim the 
tax break under various circumstances. 


“NO ‘IMPRIMATUR of state approval’ can be 
deemed to have been conferred on any particular religion 
or on religion generally,’’ the decision said. The court 
also found a state’s interest in defraying educational costs 
‘both secular and understandable.’’ 


e A July 1983 ruling, Marsh vs. Chambers, that the 
Nebraska legislature did not violate the Constitution by 
paying chaplains to lead daily prayers. There was no 
conflict with the First Amendment because of the practice 


and, in fact, the Founding Fathers who were responsible 


for the, First Amendment also provided for congressional 
chaplains, the court said. 


e A 1981 decision, Widmar vs. Vincent, that state 
universities cannot deny student religious groups use of 
campus facilities for worship services. 


IN THAT case the high court found the issue involved 
the question whether a university ‘‘can now exclude 
groups because of the content of their speech.’’ In 
addition, if the First Amendment barred government 
from doing things that might benefit religion, cities could 
not even provide fire department protection to churches, 
the court said. 


In several of these decisions, the court seems to be 
signalling its interest in ‘‘accommodating”’ religion — as 
long as freedom of religion is not thereby violated. 


Burger wrote in the Lynch decision that ‘‘our history-is 
pervaded by expressions of religious beliefs’? and provides 
““evidence of accommodation of all faiths and all forms of 
religious expression, and hostility toward none.’’ Thus, 
the court declines to take a “‘rigid, absolutist’’ view of the 
First Amendment, he added. 


RELIGIOUS GROUPS themselves came down on 
both sides of the issue. 


The Catholic League stated that ‘‘it appears that the 
court no longer has a majority in favor of exalting 
separation of church and state to the detriment of 
religious freedom.’’ 


But the American Jewish Committee and the National 
Council of Churches suggested that sponsoring nativity 
scenes is not a proper role of government. The AJC said 
that both groups believe that Americans enjoy ‘‘countless 
opportunities to express their religious beliefs...without 
hindrance’’ and that ‘‘there is simply no need to enlist the 
machinery of government for these purposes.”’ 


THE U.S. Catholic Conference said the ruling 
appeared ‘“‘to affirm the reasonable view that government 
can accommodate the interests of its citizens in this matter 
without doing violence to any constitutional principle.”’ 
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Lenten fast rules vary 
in dioceses across U.S. 


WASHINGTON (NC) = A new 
Church law requiring Catholics to begin 
fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday at age 18 was missed or ignored by 
a number of U.S. bishops when they 
published Lenten fast and abstinence 


_regulations this year. 


A spot check of 30 U.S. diocesan 
newspapers by NC News showed that 10 
of them — one-third — cited the previous 
age of 21 in their regulations on fasting 
laws. 


A TELEPHONE check with three of 
those dioceses brought three different 
responses. 


One chancery office said the bishop had 
been aware of the change in law but 
decided to dispense those aged 18-20 from 
the fast this year. 


A second said a mistake had been 
made, but there would be no effort to 
change it this year because of the 
confusion that would result. 


A THIRD said the regulations would 
be corrected to reflect the change in law. 


Father Donald Heintschel, associate 
general secretary of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, said that 
Catholics should follow the regulations 
established by their local bishop. 


The confusion arose because Canon 97 
of the new Code of Canon Law, which 
went into effect last November as the 
general law of the Church, redefined the 
age of majority, or adulthood, in the 
Church. 


BEFORE THE new code, people were 
considered adults under church law when 


~ they reached their 21st birthday, but now 


they are considered adults from their 18th 
birthday on. 

Some 200 pages later in the new law 
book, Canon 1252 tells who is bound by 
Church laws governing abstinence from 
meat and fasting. 

Abstinence, it says, is binding on all 
those who have reached their 14th 
birthday. Fasting it adds, ‘‘binds those 
who have attained their majority, until 


the beginning of their 60th year.’’ 


THE FACT that 18-year-olds are 
considered adults under the new code 
simply slipped by the nation’s bishops last 


November when they voted to reaffirm 
U.S. fast and abstinence rules in light of 
the new code, Father Heintschel said. 


He said the NCCB secretariat sent a 
letter to bishops during the week before 
Ash Wednesday advising them that the 
new age cited in the code takes 
precedence’ and modifies the U.S. rules 
on the Lenten fast. 


It appeared that some bishops did not 
receive that letter in time to change the 
announcements coming out in their 
diocesan newspapers that weekend, 
however. Or, in at least one case, a bishop 
knew of the change but decided for 
pastoral reasons not to implement it this 
year. 


REGULATIONS IN at least two 


dioceses said only that fasting rules were_ 


binding on ‘‘adults’’ under 59, without 
stating when one becomes an adult. 


- Photo by Susan Nowak 
HONOR ROLL — Honor students from Marian High School’s senior class have been 
named for the first semester of studies. These students (left to right) had grade point 
averages from 4.0 to 3.8 on a 4.0 scale: Cecilia Valdes, Christina Rodriquez, Charla La 
Fave, Jose Camareno and Chris Patek. 


Pope praises Fr. Rahner on 80th birthday 


VATICAN CITY (NC) — Pope John 
Paul II praised the scholarship of 
theologian Father Karl Rahner in a letter 
read March 5 at the Jesuit’s 80th birthday 
party at the University of Innsbruck, 
Austria. 


The pope spoke of his ‘‘esteem for the 
tireless scientific activity’’ of the German 
scholar and offered his ‘“‘happiest personal 
wishes’’ together with a blessing and a 
“remembrance in prayer, from my 
heart.” 


THE LETTER was released at the 
Vatican. 


Father Rahner was born in Fribourg, 
at the edge of the Black Forest in what is 
now West Germany, on March 5, 1904. 
He entered the Jesuits at the age of 18. 


He began his teaching career in 
theology at Innsbruck in 1937 and was, at 
the request of Pope Paul VI, a member of 
the International Theological 
Commission from 1969 through 1973. | 


VATICAN RADIO interviewed 
Father Rahner through a_ telephone 
hookup from Innsbruck March 5. 


“In the first place, everyone has a 
responsibility to thank the Lord for each 
day of his life, since each of these days was 
given and represents for us the possibility 
of attaining eternal life with God,’’ he 
said. 


“*This life for me, in general, has been 
very beautiful,’’ he added. 


FATHER RAHNER, author of more 
than 3,500 books and articles; is one of 
the most prolific and widely read 
theologians of the 20th century. Several of 
his books are considered standard 
theological works and 700 books have 
been written by other theologians on 
Father Rahner’s thought. 


At the Second Vatican Council he was 
theological adviser: to one of the council’s 
leading figures, Cardinal Joseph Frings of 
Cologne, West Germany, and was one of 
the most influential theologians at the 
council. 


From 1967 until his retirement in 1971 
he was professor of dogma and the history 
of dogma at the University of Munster, 
West Germany. 


Fr. Karl Rahner, SJ 
‘Tireless activity’ 


Father Bruce Ritter 


EVERY DAY IS GOOD FRIDAY 


death 


Lent—spiritual 
and dying—is hard to live 
with. 


Death and dying are a 
way of life onthe street. Sin 
is an institution here. 
Organized sinis literally the 
lifestyle of thousands—chosen only by a few. forced on 
many. Outside our centers, every day is Good Friday. 
Every day, Our Lord’s passion and death is reenacted: 
every day, Pilates and Herods wash their hands: every 
day, crowds jeer and deride goodness and condemn the in- 
nocent; every day, children are scandalized and co- 
rrupted; and every day, young people by the thousands are 
bought and sold. 


Those young people, in a way most of us will never com- 
prehend, share in the pain, the abandonment, the 
loneliness, the utter desolation, the terror that was Jesus’ 
short life and dying. They, more than any, are the poor to 
whom He longed to preach His good news: the outcasts 


and nomads with whom He was mostat home. They are the . 


very least of His brethren. 


A girl said to me: Why do you and your friends run this 
place? You must be very rich! And | said: “No, 1 am always 
broke and we do it because of God and we care about you 
and love you.” And she said: “Can | come to Church and 
pray with you?” © 


A boy (a street kid, a hustler) said to me, “Bruce, giveme 
$10,000, you must be a millionaire to run this place.” | just 
laughed and said | didn't have any money and he asked me 
where | got it and | said | asked people for it. He laughed 
and said unbelievingly: “What do you say?” | said to him, 
“Well if you had money and | asked you for some of it to 
help a bunch of really good kids who had no place to stay, 


Father Bruce Ritter, OFM Conv., is the founder and President 
. of Covenant House. which operates crisis centers for 
homeless and runaway boys and girls all over the country. 


wouldn't you give it?” And he said, “Yes” and started to 
cry. | think because it had been a long time since someone 
had called him good. 


“Death and dying are a way of life on the 
street.” 


You see the goodness is all around us here, in the 
beautiful kids who come to us. It's not always easy to love 
my kids—to see goodness. Our kids are beautiful, but 
sometimes it takes just a bit of looking for. We have to 
hope a lot and sometimes overlook the marks that pain 
and cynicism leave on a child’s face. 


Our kids are beautiful. They wouldn't like to hear me call 
them that. They would snort unbelievingly and say | was 
crazy or weird and why did | think that. And that it just 
wasn't true. It would also mean that | loved them and there 
is no way they can believe that. No way. 


Like Randy. I'll never forget him. He couldn't believe it. 
He was afraid to. “You want me to give up something for 
Lent, Bruce?” He said that incredulously, almost with a 
sense of shock and outrage. “I have a lot of getting to do. | 
ain't never had anything.” 


“If He died for us—that was long ago and | 
don't believe it.” 


Good Friday was even less comprehensible: “If He died 
for us—as you Say—that was long ago and | don't believe 
it. He never did anything like that for me. Nobody did. 
Nobody does anything just to be good. You guys don't. 
You're getting something out of it. All your staff does. It 
makes you feel good to help me. That's your bag, man. 


~ Don't lay your trip on me. You need me, man! | don't need 


Him or you.” The boy was 16. A street kid. 
To us, who are believers, the world is a different-place 


because of love and grace. The meaning the death of Jesus 
imposes on our lives is inescapable: He died for all of us 
because He loved us though we are not worthy of itand do 
not deserve it. And ever since that Good Friday, the only 
allowable reason for us to do good to anyoneis out of love 
for Him. Most especially kids like Randy, still only 16, hurt- 
ing and crucified. 


We are in great need this month. Some new, urgently 
needed staff, some unexpected emergencies, shockingly 
high fuel and food bills—all kinds of expenses that make it 
So difficult for you and your families to make ends meet. If 
you can afford to help us, we would be deeply grateful. 

Please pray for us every day. We always pray for you. 
Beyond any possible way of saying it, we are grateful to _ 
you and for you, for loving our kids. 
|_| wantto bring the hope of Easter Sunday tochildren” | 

who now know only the pain of Good Friday. Here is 
my gift of: 5 : 
please print: 
NAME: 


ADDRESS: 
CITY: STATE) = = 


Ae i ae a ee) 
Please send this coupon with your donation to: 
COVENANT HOUSE 
Father Bruce Ritter 
P.O. Box 2121 

_Times Square Station 
New York, NY 10108 
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Senate OKs Wilson; 
opposition remains, 
lawsuit threatened 


Continued from page 1 

cause of world peace. It’s because of his 
influence and impact that it is in the 
interest of our nation’? to send an 
ambassador to the Vatican. 


Sen. Mark Hatfield, R-Ore., argued 
that diplomatic ties with the Holy See 
could turn the Vatican into a political 
body to the denigration of its religious 
status. 


Hatfield, chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, which has 
been considering the proposed additional 
funding for the U.S. embassy at the 
Vatican, described the Holy See as a 
‘“‘church’’ and the current pope as “‘one 
of the greatest spiritual leaders of this 
generation.”’ 

HATFIELD, IN voting against the 
Wilson nomination, said when Pope John 
Paul speaks out on issues, ‘‘he’s affirming 
and acting out his religious commitment. 
He’s not a politician.” 


The Oregon senator also said he was 
acting out of his ‘‘very firm belief in the 
separation of church and state.”’ 


Sen. John East, R-N.C., said 
diplomatic recognition of the Vatican 
might ‘‘minimize the. great spiritual 
persuasion he (Pope John Paul) brings to 
the world and simply reduce him to 
another political entity.”’ 


A THIRD opponent, Sen. Dale 
Bumpers, D-Ark., said that ‘‘one’s vote 
on this could easily be and probably will 
be misconstrued.” 


He cited his personal ties with 
Catholics, whom he termed “‘great 
people,’’ and added that ‘“‘the bishop of 
Arkansas is a close and dear friend.”’ 
(Bishop Andrew J. McDonald heads 
Arkansas’ only See, the Diocese of Little 
Rock.) 


However, Bumpers added, the United 
States ‘‘is literally recognizing a 
particular religion’? by sending an 
ambassador to the Vatican. “‘I really 
believe it is an error to do this,’’ he 
added. ; 


THE SENATE vote confirming 
Wilson came almost two months after the 
Reagan administration announced Jan. 
10 that it was upgrading diplomatic 
relations with the Holy See and that 
Wilson would be nominated the first 
ambassador. 


Congress last November cleared the 
way for the new ties by lifting a century- 
old ban on an exchange of ambassadors 
between the U.S. and the Vatican. 


Though there had been a threat of a 
filibuster when Wilson’s nomination 
reached the Senate floor, none developed 
after the Senate unanimously agreed to 
limit debate on the nomination to one 
hour. 

ONE GROUP opposing the new ties, 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, had threatened to file a 
lawsuit over the issue. 


Polish students protest 
removal of crucifixes 


MIETNO, Poland (NC) — Students 
from two state-run schools joined in 
protest March 8 after local agricultural 
college students staged a one-day takeover 
of their school to protest the removal of 
crucifixes from their classrooms. 


An estimated 400 of the agricultural 
school’s 650 students ended their sit-in 
occupation late March 7 when riot police 
threatened to enter the school in Mietno, 


-40 miles southeast of Warsaw. 


WHEN THE students left the school 
and marched toward a church in the 
nearby town of Garwolin, they were told 
to disperse by police. No injuries or 
arrests were reported in the 
confrontation, and the students 
eventually reached the church 
individually. 

Riot police later sealed off the Stanislaw 
Staszic complex of the agricultural 
colleges, attended by students aged 15-19, 
and regular police surrounded two other 
area schools for economic and general 
studies. 


About 3,000 students from the schools 
boycotted classes March 8 and met other 
residents and priests at the Church of the 
Transfiguration in Garwolin to express 
solidarity with the protestors, church 
sources said. 

LEADERS OF the demonstration said 
they planned a protest trip to the Jasna 
Gora monastery in Czestochowa, where 
the shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa, 
Poland’s patroness, is located. 


The demonstrations erupted after a 
lengthy dispute over a government 
decision last year to order crucifixes 
removed from the walls of state schools, 
where they have been a fixture for 
decades. 


The government said the crucifixes and 
other ‘‘religious cult objects’? were 
inappropriate in public schools. 

POLISH BISHOPS protested the 
government action in a statement in 
September, saying the order violated the 
rights of the faithful and previous church- 
state agreements on religious freedom. 


Wedding music guidelines set 


Continued from page 3 
of appropriate music. 


However, she notes a_ generally 
‘higher level of competence’’ over the 
past four years or so, as people have 
become more aware of what can be done 
to make the liturgy something special, 
even down to the choice of lectors who can 
do justice to the readings. 


With so much secular music invading 
the sanctuary during the wedding, it is 
interesting to note that ‘1e revised 
guidelines deem only two non-liturgical 
pieces as appropriate for use at some 
point during the ceremony: 


e Wedding Song by Paul Stookey 
(Warner Brothers Music), always 
popular, which Sister Joanne calls ‘“‘a 
beautiful song (which) speaks of Christ’s 


presence in our midst’’ and the 
© Peace Prayer of St. Francis, ‘‘a 


popular text’’ which has any number of 
tasteful settings and which speaks “‘not 
only to the married couple, but to the 
whole Christian community,”’ said Sister 
Joanne. 

“NOT EVERYTHING that is new is 
good,’’ she added. ‘‘Part of the 
responsibility of the parish musician is to 
continually seek out the good.”’ 

The general trend in contemporary 
liturgical music today is to get away from 
the clearly identifiable ‘‘folk’’ idiom, said 
Sister Joanne, and its exclusive reliance 
on guitar. New songs and new settings 
include other instruments, especially 
piano and organ, as well as guitar, and 
they can be ‘‘very sophisticated, very 
beautiful, very prayerful.’’ 

Marriage is an ‘‘adult celebration’’ 
said Sister: Joanne, as well as an 
expression of faith and love which must 
be expressed ‘‘in the signs and symbols of 
celebration, or it will die.”’ 
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‘Big-Bad- Vatican’ 
posters appear in 
several U.S. cities 


Continued from page 1 
the Lord,’’ Father Bauer said. 


The priest said he pointed out the signs 
to parishioners and was disturbed by their 
lack of concern. 


The charges may seem comical to some 
people because they are so patently false, 
he said, ‘‘but like anything else if it’s said 
often enough, some people may start 
believing it. The people who put it up 
there obviously take it literally.”’ 

FATHER BAUER said Catholics 
need to be alert to these kinds of attacks 
on the church. ‘‘We just can’t tolerate it 
anymore than any other faith should.”’ 


In Nashville the poster was seen in a 
store owned by a fundamentalist group. 
‘‘A traveling Christian group came 
through town and asked to put up the 
posters,” 
Tennessee Register, newspaper. of the 
Diocese of Nashville. 


The posters were first seen in 
Clarksville on Feb. 24, said Father 
William McKenzie, associate pastor of 
the city’s Immaculate Conception 
Church. 


FATHER McKENZIE said that the 
day before the posters appeared, a caller 
identifying himself as ‘‘the beast’’ 
threatened to destroy the church. 


LA JOLLA — Stella Maris Academy 
is accepting applications for 1984-85 for 
grades K through 8. Stella Maris 
Academy is a Catholic elementary school 
located at 7704 Herschel Ave. Applicants 
may call the school 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
454-2461. 


one of the clerks told the — 


Church-state separation: An anti-Catholic ploy? 


Clarksville police were investigating 
the matter in cooperation with Nashville 
police and the Tennessee Bureau of 


Investigation. 

Anti-Catholic incidents ‘‘have more 
than doubled in the last six months,”’ said 
Orlan R. Love, director of publications 
for the Catholic League for Religious and 


. Civil Rights in Milwaukee. 


HE SAID the increasing incidents 
could be related to media coverage of 
U.S.-Vatican relations, but that anti- 
Catholic activities have been increasing 
since 1979. 


‘‘Before that it was a thing of the past,”’ 
Love said. ‘‘This is like the 1920s. It did 
surface a bit in 1959-60 during the 
Kennedy election, but it hasn’t been 
heard of since.”’ 


He also said that the league has noted a 
‘“srowing trend’’ of anti-Catholic 
statements by radio and _ television 
evangelists. 


LA JOLLA — Priests, a deacon, a 
Sister, a layman and a seminarian all 
dropped by Stella Maris Academy to talk 
about their vocation. It was that school’s 
way of observing Church Vocations 
Awareness Week (Feb. 27-March 2). 
Class activities were taken from the 
Religious Vocations Awareness 
Curriculum developed at University of 
San Diego by Edward DeRoche and 
Edward Kujawa, Jr. Speakers included 
Msgr. James Gilfillan, pastor of Mary, 
Star of the Sea parish; Father Donald 
Coleman, associate pastor; Father Mark 
Campbell ‘of the diocesan marriage 
tribunal, who is in residence at the parish; 
permanent Deacon William  Dalzell; 
Sister Dolores Bray, CSC; Michael 
Johnson, parish youth minister; and 
Michael Schneider, a seminarian. 


NC photo/Wide World 


ON TRIAL — The long-delayed murder trial in Manila of three priests and six Catholic 
layworkers has opened. Charged with multiple murders in the town of Kabangkalan 


are (from left) Fathers Brian Gore of Australia, Vincente Negros of the Philippines, and” 


Niall O’Brien of Ireland. The nine are charged with the May 3, 1983 murder of Mayor 
Pablo Sola of Kabangkalan, 50 miles from Bacoldad. They have all denied the charge, 
saying the military of President Ferdinand Marcos accused them because they had 
been organizing farmworkers to resist abuses by soldiers and wealthy sugar planters. 
The trial is expected to Jast for several months, and representatives of the Philippine 
Catholic bishops, the Irish and Australian governments are in attendance. 


City stops Birthright flyers in water bills 


COLUMBIA, S.C. (NC) — The city 
of Columbia has stopped including fliers 
from Birthright in its mailing of water 
bills to residents. 


The city had allowed non-profit 
organizations to include fliers in the 
mailings on a first-come, first-served 
basis, but stopped including the 
Birthright material after receiving 
“hundreds of calls’? complaining about 
the fliers, a city spokesman said. 

BIRTHRIGHT, WHICH offers 
alternatives to abortion, had 55,000 fliers 
printed for distribution. The city 
approved the flyers in late February. 

Hank Chardos, executive director of 
Columbia’s Birthright, said he and other 


members plan to meet with Columbia 
Mayor Kirkman Finley to lodge a 
complaint. 


‘*I don’t think this issue is 
controversial,’’ Chardos said. ‘‘We are 
trying to aid girls with unplanned or 
problem pregnancies.”’ 


COLUMBIA IS one of a number of 
U.S. metropolitan areas where abortions 
outnumber live births. 


Similar complaints about fliers 
distributed with Columbia’s water bills 
were aired two years ago when the 
material , advertised a community 
production of the play The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas. Those fliers were 
not removed. 
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USCC official backs kids’ educational TV 


By Cindy Liebhart 


BECAUSE OF its 


‘‘power and 


WASHINGTON (NC) — The U.S. _ influence,” television should share the 
Sa Catholic Conference Department of responsibility of educating children with 
of Communication has endorsed legislation other American institutions, Wirth said. 
that would require commercial television In a written statement, Hirsch said no 
stations to air one hour of educational Jegislation could guarantee 
ore children’s programming each weekday. ‘‘educationally suitable as well as 
aid ‘At a Capitol Hill news conference — entertaining’’ children’s programming. If 
ons March 6, Richard Hirsch, secretary of _ the bill were passed, the success of its 
nd the communication department of the objectives would depend on the good-faith 
; : Gee. bishops’ agency, said there is ‘“‘great efforts of broadcasters. 
By Michael Gallagher Nor is there a glimmer of wit in either support among the religious community ‘‘At the core of this question is the gut 
nts NC News Service Ron Howard s direction or Bruce J ay and the Catholic bishops’’ for H.R. 4097, financial reality that broadcasters can find 
ta The Walt Disney people have plunged Friedman’s script to lighten up all this the Children’s Television Education Act. advertiser support for cartoons that cost 
on headlong into the sea of what is purported tedious eee HIRSCH CALLED tthe bill ‘‘a_ them little to acquire while the 
sa - to be more mature entertainment with a SINCE THIS is mature fare, in the reasonable attempt to respond to what | programming that H.R. 4097 is seeking 
movie appropriately titled Splash narrow sense of the word, the USS. many religious and consumer groups to mandate will cost broadcasters 
o (Touchstone). It’s a romantic comedy in Catholic Conference has classified it have cited as one of the most serious relatively substantial sums to produce,”’ 
lid the classic boy-meets-girl, loses-girl, gets- A-III, adults. failures of television programming today, he said. 
as girl-back-again mold. Capsule Movie Reviews the almost total vacuum of quality “THE FUNDAMENTAL issue 
en In this case the obstacle to true love, e Against All Odds (Columbia) children s educational programming on _ broacasters must consider in opposing 
essential to all romances whether comic or : TV. this legislation is whether they can 
Wits : ; A smooth-talking, cold-eyed Los pee ; ; eae 
tragic, is a huge scaly tail capped witha = 4 . The legislation, sponsored by Rep. continue to exploit the advertising income 
: 2 ngeles bookie and entrepreneur (James p ; . , She 
d fin. The girl (Daryl Hannah) is a : Timothy E. Wirth, D-Colo., is needed they receive from commercial interests 
a ; : Woods) sends an aging pro football star ; panes A : ; ge 

lie mermaid. Most conveniently, however, i h k d fp: because the television industry has not wanting access to the children’s television 
. her tail becomes two legs once she dries ca age a Gontare U6 been willing to serve the needs of children market without providing some minimal 

ion Bridges) to find his mistress (Rachel 8 ; : : 
educational service to their younger 


off. 


HER LOVER (Tom Hanks) has no 
idea what her secret is until a typical 
Disney mad scientist (Eugene Levy), 
determined to prove she’s a mermaid, 
splashes her with water outside of the 
Plaza Hotel with traumatic effect for all 
concerned. But, of course, there’s a 
happy ending. 


Splash is the most successful Disney 


venture into new territory so far, but only 
because the competition has not been 
terribly stiff. 


Miss Hannah and Hanks are appealing 
enough, but the movie is no more than 
mediocre entertainment, with the chase 
scenes and the klutzy over-acting that 
have characterized Disney efforts of the 
recent past. 

IT’S ALSO a pity that the Disney 
decision-makers felt compelled to make 
their appeal to a ‘‘more mature”’ 
audience. by laying on PG-rated nudity 
(bare buttocks, quick glimpses of breasts), 
graphic sexual references in dialogue and 
a general air of vulgarity. 

In line with the latter, John Candy 
performs yeoman’s service as Hanks’s 
oafish and lecherous brother who is given 
to dropping coins so that he can get the 
right perspective to peer up skirts. 


Ward), a beautiful rich girl who stabbed 
him in the course of an emotional 
farewell. Naturally Bridges and Miss 
Ward fall in love and embark on a torrid 
affair. This turn of events pleases neither 
Wood nor the respectable lawyer and 
power broker (Richard Widmark) who is 
his silent partner. Hero Bridges gets 
knocked about a good deal before 
everything gets sorted out, and several 
lesser characters fare worse. Bridges, 
Wood and the supporting cast are good, 
but otherwise this plodding, disjointed 
movie is a case of imitation without 
inspiration, a movie that is always 
threatening to get up some momentum 
but never does. Taylor Hackford directed 
from a script by Eric Hughes. Because of 
rough language, violence and some 
graphic sex scenes, it has been classified 
O, morally offensive, by the U.S. 
Catholic Conference. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rating is R, 
restricted. 


NORTH PARK — The St. Patrick 
parish’s youth group will accept 


donations of rummage for its March 31 


rummage sale. Drop off donations at the 
parish rectory, 3585 30th St., or call T. 
Hanks at 284-1958. 


? 


Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez will preside at the Legion of Mary’s annual Acies 
ceremony to be held at St. Joseph’s Cathedral on Sunday, March 25th, the Feast 
of the Annunciation, at 2 P.M. Refreshments in the hall will follow. 


voluntarily, even though children are 
traditionally heavy viewers, he said. 


Wirth cited statistics which indicate the 
average child has spent 10,000 to 15,000 
hours watching television before he or she 
finishes high school'— more time than is 
spent in the classroom. He also reported 
that the National Science Board 
Commission recently called television 
““the most pervasive medium of informal 
learning today.’’ 


¢ Harry and Son (Orion) 

Meant to be a warm-hearted comedy 
that tugs at the heartstrings, this woefully 
misbegotten little mess about a laid-off 
construction worker (Paul Newman, who 
also produced, directed and did the 
screenplay to boot) and his sensitive son 
(Robby Benson) is painful to sit through. 
Not the least oppressive element is 
Benson’s insufferably cloying acting style. 


viewers,’’ Hirsch added. 


The bill, which is part of a wider 
broadcast deregulation bill currently 
being developed by the House 
Subcommittee on Telecommunications, 
is supported by a variety of groups, 
including the National Education 
Association, the American Academy of 
Pediatrics and the National Parents and 
Teachers Association. 


Aside -from some rough language, the 
movie would be altogether innocuous if 
the filmmakers had not seen fit to try to 
get some comic mileage out of a sexually 
liberated secretary bestowing her favors 
on the heroes. The U.S. Catholic 
Conference has classified it O, morally 
offensive. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rating is PG, 
parental guidance suggested. 


COME...EXPERIENCE THE POWER 
OF GOD'S LOVE AND COMMUNITY PRAYER! 


Join Us In... 


...Prayer 
...Praise 
... Thanksgiving 


...Worship in Song 
... Teachings 
...Fellowship 


@ 
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WEDNESDAY 
EVENING 


In his programme for the Holy Year the Holy Father has set aside this feast day 
for families to celebrate the Jubilee in Rome. All are welcome to join the 
Legionaries at St. Joseph’s Cathedral with their families and consecrate 
themselves to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, our Mother of the Church. 

This is an excellent opportunity to obtain the indulgence for the Holy Year, 
under the usual conditions. 


FELLOWSHIP 


7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 


Inspired Music By 
Pauline Wright & Company 


March 14th through April 18th at St. Agnes Parish Hall. 
Teachings presented by our Associate Pastor 


Rev. Richard Cefalu 


a? 


PALA REY YOUTH CAMP > 


What does it mean to be a Christian? 
Growing in your walk with Christ. 

Practice of daily prayer/reading Scripture. 
Experiencing God’s love and forgiveness. 


e Provides a beautiful and serene setting ideal for 
introspection and personal development. 
e Complete range of facilities — stocked kitchen. 
dining lodge, heated sleeping quarters, and 
separate chapel. 


EAL 
me * Ideal for weekend, weekday and overnight. The Power of the Holy Spirit: God’s gift to us. 
For rates and Information: e Church, family, youth or confirmation groups. How to walk with the Holy Spirit. 

213-866-4164 OFFICE e Easily accessible — 22 mi. inland from 
bia 213-920-1734 Messages Oceanside on 76, 5 mi. east of I-15. 
elk: i 213-925-0963 Messages For more information call: 698-3870 

| BRING YOUR BIBLE! 

18 | 4 
are ) . < 

ue | Michael G. Kielty 
ane M.B., B.S. (Lond.), F.A.C.S., F.A.C.0.G., K.C.H.S. 
ons j 

Diplomate of the American Board of 

valet | Obstetrics and Gynaecology 
pills 
the Scripps Medical Centre Y 
sity | 9844 Genesee Avenue Telephone “Come to me, all you who are weary and find life burdensome and | will 
‘ttle | La Jolla, Calif. 92037 (619) 453-1553 refresh you...for my yoke is easy and my burden light.” 
nites Matthew 11:28-30 
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Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Sunday, March 18, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Father Vincent Lorenz, 
Celebrant 
Spanish 


Catholic Alumni Club will have a T.G.I.F. March 16 at 
Reflections Lounge at back of the Sheraton Harbor Island 
Hotel, 1380 Harbor Island, beginning at 5 p.m. Look for table 
with small flag. More: 299-3055. ; 

St. Patrick Day Dance for young adults, is March 16 at 
Newman Center, SDSU, 7 p.m. D.J., variety of music, food. 
Cost $2 at door. More: 583-9181. 

Reservations needed March 16 for benefit fashion show 
luncheon sponsored by Ladies of Charity for St. Vincent de Paul 
Center, March 19 at new Our Lady of Grace parish hall. 
Donation $15. More: 454-7702 or 459-1083. 

Irish tenor Louis Browne, featured soloist with the London 
Opera for 21 years, will headline cast at Second Annual St. 
Patrick concert, March 16 at 7:30 p.m. at East County 
Performing Arts Center, 210 E. Main, El Cajon. Dancers, 
violinists and musicians will perform. More: 276-5974. 

‘SAll kinds of Irish fun and good food’’ is promised at St. 
Patrick Day party, hosted by St. Mary Church of National City, 

March 17 from 6 p.m., 411 E. Eighth St. 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner-Dance, March 17 at 7 p.m. at 
Kona Room of Mission Valley’s Hanalei Hotel is sponsored by 
Irish American Club of San Diego. Dancing and _ live 

entertainment. Tickets $18 each. More: 231-9647 or 274-2122. 

St. Patrick Day dance, March 17, will be held at St. Martin 
parish hall, La Mesa, from 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Music by 
L&M Trio. Donation $3. 

Ireland, Mass for peace in the troubled country, will be held 
St. Patrick’s day (March 17) at 5 p.m. at Our Lady of Grace 
Church, 2766 Navajo Road, El Cajon. Msgr. Thomas Moloney 
will celebrate. 

St. Patrick’s Dance is set for March 17 from 8 p.m. to 
midnight at Our Mother of Confidence parish hall, Regents 
Road and Governor Drive. Buffet supper at 10 p.m. Cost is 
$7.50. Live music by the Clique. Door prizes. No-host cocktails. 
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council 4958. Tickets: 
273-1000, 453-1516 or 276-4498. 

Open forum where the priests and deacons of Church of the 
Resurrection in Escondido will answer questions about today’s 
Church, is set for March 17 at 8:30.a.m. It will end with brown 
bag lunch at noon. Fr. Ralph Weishaar of San Luis Rey 
Mission, special guest panelist. Babysitting. More: 747-2322. 

Father and Son Mass and Communion Breakfast, St. 
Augustine High School’s 10th annual, is planned for March 17 
at 9 a.m. Father John Pejza, St. Augustine High principal, will 
celebrate Mass in the chapel. Breakfast in the Kona Room of the 
Hanalei Hotel. Cost is $7. Details: 578-6699. 

Corned beef and cabbage prepared by Joe Romano will be 
served at Third Annual Emerald Ball at Julian Town Hall, 
March 17, 6 p.m.-midnight. Parishioners and friends of St. 
Elizabeth Parish invited. Smokin’ will. perform. Door prizes. 
Cost is $8. Reservations: 765-0613 or 765-0554. 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner of corned beef and cabbage, served 
annually by Knights of Columbus 3667, is set for March 17 at 
San Miguel, Lemon Grove. Dinner is $5. Bar open at 6 p.m., 
dinner at 7. All welcome. Reservations: 460-2371 or 582-1107. 

Continental breakfast will be served for $1 after all Masses 


TAX PREPARATION 


done in your home 
Judy Patno 


Attorney-at-Law 
For appointment 588-1008 


Need a ROOFER? 


Call J.P. WITHEROW 
297-4701 j | 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Settlement & Trial of Matters Involving: 


PERSONAL INJURY 
INSURANCE BAD FAITH 
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
MALPRACTICE LAW 


NEGLIGENCE LAW 
LAW OFFICES OF: 


H. WILLIAM “BILL” COLLINS 
233-1554 


2546 Fourth Avenue 


(At Laurel Street in Hillcrest near Balboa Park) 
San Diego, CA 92103 


Member of: St. Patrick’s Parish 


FEE POLICY: There is no charge to initially discuss your case in person or 
by phone. Fees are based on a percentage of the settlement or award, (no 
recovery, no fee) 
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Around the Diocese 


at St. Mary Star of the Sea parish, March 18. Charity fundraiser 
for Stella Maris 183, Y.L.I., will be held in the church hall, 601 
Third St. 

Corporate Communion at St. Patrick Church, Carlsbad, is 
planned March 18 at 9 a.m. for Knights of Columbus San Luis 
Rey de Francia Council 3162. Info: 757-0024 or 757-4253. 

Educational meeting of the North County Chapter of 
Patrons, a group for divorced and separated Catholics, is 
planned for March 18 at 7 p.m. Donation $1. Meet at St. Francis 


Church hall, 525 West Vista Way, Vista. More: 433-2507. 


USD Orchestra will appear with organist Janice Feher to play 
The Handel Concerto No. 4 in F. major for Organ and Orchestra 
at Blessed Sacrament Church, 4530 El Cerrito Drive at El Cajon 
Boulevard, 3:30 p.m. Henry Kolar, chairman of USD 
Department of Music, will conduct. Free. Info: 582-5722. 

Annual St. Joseph’s Day Table will be sponsored by the 
Italian Catholic Federation, St. Rose of Lima Branch 229, 
March 18 in St. Rose of Lima parish center, Third Avenue and 
H Street, Chula Vista. Begins at 8 a.m. Procession and blessing 
of food at 11 a.m. Details: 475-2657. 

Secular Franciscans (Third Order) meet in chapel of parish 
center adjacent to Mission San Luis Rey near Oceanside, 
March 18 at 2 p.m. Visitors invited. 

Bible study for young adults begins at 7 p.m. March 20 at 
Newman Center, SDSU. Details: 583-9181. 

Tenth anniversary of Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 
Court Maria Mater Ecclesia 2087, will be celebrated 10 a.m. 
March 20 at St. Michael Church, Poway. Mass will be offered, 
followed by a meeting. Luncheon will be at Christefano’s in 
Rancho Bernardo’s Mercado. District deputy Doris Hayes will 
attend. 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, Rome and Oberammergau 
Passion Play will be sponsored by Santa Sophia Church, Spring 
Valley, and St. Martin parish, La Mesa. Tour presentation is 
set for March 19 at 7:30 p.m. at Santa Sophia, 9800 San Juan 
St. Info: 466-4900 or 589-8999. 

Mass and healing service at Holy Family Church, Linda 
Vista, will be offered March 20 at 7:30 p.m. by Fr. Jerry 
Bevilacqua, OSA. Details: 284-2674. 

Coffee house for young adults, will feature live musicians, 


refreshments and a relaxing atmosphere, March 23 at 8 p.m. at - 


SDSU’s Newman Center. Cost is $1. Info: 583-9181. 

Spanish Music-Liturgy Workshop, sponsored by the Center 
for Liturgy and Prayer, is March 24, 9:30°a.m.-4 p.m. at Holy 
Family Parish hall, 1957 Coolidge St. Cost $5. Bring own lunch. 
Register by March 16: 293-3375. 

Luncheon and card party, hosted by St. Patrick’s 
Archconfraternity, March 24. Donation $3. Reservations: 
282-2624. 

Card and bingo luncheon will be hosted by Catholic 
Daughters, Court 2188, at St. Vincent de Paul Church hall, 
Hawk and _-Lewis streets,, Mission Hills, March 24 at noon. Cost 
is $4. Reservations: 296-2756. 

Hawaiian charity card party and bingo, March 24 at noon, 
will be hosted by Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court St. 
Vincent de Paul, 2188, at St. Vincent Church hall, 4077 Ibis St. 
Prizes. Dress Hawaiian. Donation $4. Info and reservations: 
295-3054 or 296-2756. 

Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary at St. 
Joseph’s Cathedral, is March 25 at 2 p.m., Feast of the 
Annunciation. Legion of Mary will hold its annual ACIES 
ceremony. Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez will preside. 
Refreshments in hall afterward. 


RENEW Lenten Storytelling concert, March 25 from 7-9. 


p.m. at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel parish, Rancho Penasquitos. 
Donation. Guest storyteller will be Dr. Robert Wilhelm. 
Annual communion of Young Ladies Institutes is March 25 
at 10:30 a.m. Breakfast to follow. Details: 941-4152. 
“How Do I Say No?”’ will be discussed at the regular 
meeting of the North American Conference of Divorced and 


Real Estate Marketing & Investments 
DAVID M. LEON, Broker 


Serving all of San Diego County 
(619) 697-4074 (619) 444-6131 


BINGO KING ¢ BINGO BOYER 

Supplies & Equipment Hh 1 | 30;64/51/68 
Showroom and Warehouse — 24-hr. Deilvery 

WESTERN GIFT DISTRIBUTORS 


1156 Morena Bivd.. San Diego. CA 92110 
M-F 9to 5. Sat 9to1 (619) 276-0360 


Professional 
Orthopedic 
Shoes «A 


‘‘Come see our stylish health shoes with 
exceptional support and comfort. We fit 
shoes properly because we care.”’ 


849 149 
W. San Marcos Blvd. College Grove 
(women’s shoes only) Shopping Center 
744-4012 286- oa 


master charge |] 


NC photo 
LOVE ENDURES — A boy carries his cat through ‘the 
rubble of a Beirut, Lebanon suburb, completely 
devastated by nearly nine years of war and civil strife. 


Separated Catholics, March 26 at 7:30 p.m. at St. James 
Church, Solana Beach. Cost is $1. More: 755-2754. ; 

‘‘A Matter of Conscience’’, an evening of activities dealing 
with morality and modern dilemmas, for young adults at Our 
Lady of Grace Church, El Cajon, March 27 at 7 p.m. in the 
field house. 

Dessert card party is planned for March 27, noon-4 p.m., at 
St. Mary Star of the Sea parish hall, 601 Third St., Oceanside. 
Sponsored by Stella Maris 183, Y.L.I. Reservations, due March 
23, at 433-8745 or 757-4819. 

Lubach Literacy Tutor Training Wodlaoa for those who 
want to teach English to others, will be held 6:30-9:30 -p.m., 
March 27, 29, April 3, 5, 10 and t2 at Catholic Community 
Services, 4643 Mission Gorge Place. No teaching experience or 
knowledge of foreign lanuguages necessary. No charge for 
training, but $13 fee for workshop materials. More: 287-9454 or 
755-1881. 

“Accepting God’s Will” is the topic of Msgr. William 
Bolger’s talk at the bi-monthly board meeting of the Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women, March 28 at 10 a.m. at Our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart Church hall. Mass and luncheon will follow. 
Reservations due March 21 at 284-0294. 

Giselle MacKenzie, Rose Marie, Helen O’Connell and Kay 
Starr at Knotts Berry Farm, will entertain a tour group from St. 
Patrick’s Seniors, March 29, $26.60. More: 282-7109 or 
232-0708. : ; 

Newman Center-sponsored retreat for college students and 
young adults, is March 30-April 1. Cost is $22. More: 583-9181. 

Dedication of the statue of Our Lady of the Assumption, 
donated by local Y.L.I. to St. Mary Cathedral in San Francisco, 
is set for March 31 in S.F. For details on attending, call 
292-1859. 

Rummage sale will be run by St. Patrick’s Youth Group, 
March 31, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the church hall, Dwight and Ray 
streets, North Park. x Park: ‘More: 284-1958. 


R.E. Ri Riling Bee 


PLUMBING CONTRACTOR 
Plumbing, Heating, Repairing 
Clem G. Berrill 

3371 Adams Ave. 2 
San Diego 282-8172 


BONDANZA JEWELERS 


Designers and Manufacturers of 
FINE JEWELRY 
offers a wide selection of unique 
handmade crosses and other fine jewelry. 
1919 Grand Ave. Suite 1-K 
Pacific Beach 270-1302 


yCatholic 
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-Sernvices 
erase of Sar Diego 


and Rev. Douglas 
Regin invite you on 
a Pilgrimage Trip 


to the Holyland and a Nile Cruise 


May 2-18, 1984 ($2,350) 
Feige: send meyourbrechikes “Rave magin 
349 Cedar St. 


San Diego, 92101 
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_Los Obispos, la Paz, lo Nuclear 


por Luis F. Bernal 


E] 3 de mayo de 1983 los 350 obispos de 
los Estados Unidos valientemente 
promulgaron su carta pastoral titulada: 
“El Reto de la Paz: Promesa de Dios y 
nuestra Respuesta,’’ donde por razén de 
la paz también tratan el problema de las 
armas nucleares.. No es justo que estas 
100 paginas, fruto de tres afios de 
oracién, reflexidn, estudio y debate 
generosos e intensos, se queden 
desconocidas en los archivos. Por eso las 
didcesis organizan talleres para promover 
el conocimiento y la aplicacidn activa de 
estas importantisimas ensefanzas que 
enfocan la angustia universal de hoy. Y 
la Didcesis de San Diego también, el 21 
de enero, invité al P. Bryan Hehir, 
presidente de la Comisién Nacional de 
Justicia y Paz en Washington, y principal 
asesor de los obispos en el trabajo de la 
carta, para dirigir un taller respectivo en 
la Universidad de San Diego. 


Pensamos que los lectores hispanos 
debemos también conocer siquiera las 
ideas mas salientes de este taller, y por la 
escasez de espacio las presentaremos en 
dos articulos. 


COMENZANDO por él contexto dentro 
del cual se escribio la carta, el P. Hehir lo 
analiza en cuanto a la Iglesia, y luego en 
cuanto al debate ptiblico; y con relacidn al 
primero dice que ahora se esta criticando 
a nuestros obispos por meterse en el 
campo politico que no les pertenece y se 
esta diciendo que la Iglesia ‘‘se politiza 
indebidamente.’’ Pero los criticos se 
olvidan de la centenaria_ tradicidn 
catdlica en favor de la paz y de las 
ensenhanzas del Vaticano II, que en su 
documento sobre la Iglesia y el mundo de 
hoy nos dijo, ya hace 20 afios, cémo 
precisamente en los. grandes 
acontecimientos politico-econémico- 
sociales, pendientes sobre el género 
humano (por ejemplo hoy el caso 
nuclear), es donde la Iglesia halla los 
signos de los tiempos que deben leerse y 
esclarecerse a la luz del Evangelio. Es 
muy importante que las gentes sepan 
cémo la carta de nuestros obispos: esta 
completamente dentro del contexto 


universal de la Doctrina Catolica, y no es 
un agregado extrafio ni nuevo a ella. 


Respecto al ‘‘debate publico general’’ 
dice la carta que estamos en un momento 
nuevo, mas delicado, de nuestra fragil 
seguridad, en los 40 anos de la era 
nuclear. Lo nuevo esta en la mayor 
democratizacién del debate: mas gentes 
de todas clases entran en él. Y también, a 
nivel politico la opinidn o concenso 
general se reforma y ya sigue a los 
expertos que han dicho: ‘‘tenemos que 
cambiar la voluntad de usar por primeros 
las armas nucleares.”’ 


En este contexto nuevo escriben los 
obispos, y dicen que quieren formar la 
conciencia de los catdlicos respecto a la 
guerra y la paz, y quieren que los 
catdlicos participemos en el debate 
politico para tener nuestra voz’ en los 
destinos de la nacidn. La Iglesia y el 
Papado son hoy instituciones de las mas 
interesantes universalmente, porque 
penetran en la vida diaria de todas las 
gentes del mundo al intervenir en la 
nuclear, y al cumplir su misidén en los 
Estados Unidos, en Europa occidental, en 
Polonia, en Suda@frica, en 
Latinoamerica..Y la energia de fondo en 
todo esto ha sido la Constitucidn sobre la 
Iglesia y el mundo moderno, del Vaticano 
II, que ha llevado al ministerio eclesial 
con su mensaje de justicia evangélica 
hasta lo mas profundo de los conflictos y 
esfuerzos de la humanidad. En este 
contexto se escribe la carta, dice el P. 
Hehir; y si la Iglesia llega a formar la 
conciencia que pretende,. se convertira, 
con los inmensos medios de comunicacién 
e influencia que posee, en una institucidn 
de tales recursos politicos y religiosos 
como ninguna otra haya existido jamas en 
este pais. El amplio interés del puiblico da 
a la Iglesia, si todos trabajamos, la 
oportunidad de fijar la direccidn correcta 
hacia donde debemos marchar. 


HABIENDO visto el contexto, en una 
entrega proxima seguiremos al P. Hehir 
en su andlisis del contenido de la carta, 
que empieza con la pregunta tan comun; 
¢Por qué escribieron los obispos?.... 


La Diocesis de San Diego 
Presenta 
VOCES DE PEREGRINOS 


Valle Imperial/Coachella 
Calexico/Mexicali 
San Diego/Tijuana 


8:45 a.m. DOMINGO 
8:45 p.m. VIERNES 
7:15 a.m. SABADO 


970 KVIM 
1490 KICO 
910 KMJC 


RETIRO ESPIRITUAL — La mesa directiva.de la Confederacién Guadalupana qued6 
sumamente complacida con la asistencia al Retiro Espiritual que se Ilevé a cabo el 
sdabado pasado en el Convento Benedictino de la Calle Paducah en San Diego. En la 
foto superior vemos al Excmo. Sr. Obispo Gilberto E. Chavez con algunas personas de 
la mesa directiva de la Confederaci6n y otras asistentes. De izq. a der., la Sra. Delfina 
Cota, secretaria, el Sr. Obispo Chavez, la Sra. Maria Falcén, presidenta, y su esposo, 
Enemencio Falcén; el Sr. Jesse Ramirez, vice-presidente, la Sra. Marla Navarra, 
tesorera; la Hmna. Alicia Sarre y la Sra. Gloria Ortiz. En la foto de abajo, los 
participantes durante la Santa Misa celebrada por el Excmo. Sr. Obispo Chavez. 


Subscribarse al 
Southern Cross 


Cost: $1.25 per 33-character line, $5.00 minimum per issue. Print or 
type your ad with name, address and phone number and send it to: 


Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA'92138, or 
phone (619) 574-6393. Ad deadline is 10 a.m. Friday. 


Quality Painting, Exterior & interior. 
Paperhanging, cabinet refinishing, 
sheetrock, carpentry repairs. 
References. Very neat and fast. For 
free estimate call: ERICK — 
299-7681. TF 


SOUTHERN CROSS Want Ads get 
results. Mail yours in today! 


O Holy St. Jude, kinsman of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, thank you for help to my 
problems. In return | will make your 
name known. Say 3 Our Fathers, 3 
Hail Marys, 3 Glorias. This novena 
has never been known to fail. 
Publication must be promised. My 
request was granted. L.A.0. 3/15 


P.E.T. Parent Effectiveness Training. 
The greatest child-raising tool in the 
world. Raising a child is harder than 
being a child especially if rewards and 
‘punishments are used. 24-hour 
workshop held 8 Tuesdays; March 27, 
6:30-9:30. Fee $75. Del Cerro 
Psychology & Family Services, 7290 
Navajo Rd., Ste. 210, San Diego. Free 
Brochure. 466-6463. Dr. Diana 
Greg. z 3/15,22 


YOUNG FAMILY MAN 
Needs hauling and tree work. T. 


Northcutt, 277-6484. TF 


HARDY’S TREE SERVICE 
Economy tree work, hauling, 
ornamental tree pruning, palms, 
ukes. Fully licensed and insured. 15 
yrs. exp. Free estimates. 
278-2963. TF 


PIANOS FOR SALE, discount prices. 
ABC PIANO, 2903 El Cajon Blvd., San 
Diego, 281-3717. TF 


NEED A ROOFER? Don't settle for less 
than the best quality work. Afford- 
able prices. Call Ray's Roofing Co., 
479-8096. TF 


CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING. 
Call McCALL'S at 583-3260. 
3/1,8,15,22,29,4/5 


MUSIC for your dance or party. Paul 
Sims and his Little Big Band. 
755-5997. STR, 


TREES trimmed, topped, removed, 
stump removal. Insured. 
464-1872. TF 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 
Custom wiring and lighting. Low 
prices. No job too small. Day or 
night—7 days. 222-1904. Call 
Robert. TF 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TF 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 while you wait. A DOG'S 
WORLD, 2324-1/2 30th St., San 
Diego, 280-4880; 2869 Ridgeway 
Dr., National City, 267-2577. TF 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. Screens, 
doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 
days a week. Call 280-7360. TF 


GOODBODY’S BLVD. CHAPEL 
5027 El Cajon Bivd., 582-1700. 
TF 


RESIDENTIAL EXPANSION & REMODEL- 
ING SPECIALIST. We can do it all for 
you. A new kitchen or extra bath, 
new. bedroom or family room, 2nd 
story addition our specialty. Deal 
direct with contractor John Sickler 
Construction. Call 582-6340 any- 
time. Lic. 269965. TF 


WALLPAPER HANGING, PAINTING: 
High quality, low prices. Also fine 
selection of wall coverings and 
draperies. References. Call Myles, 
569-1527. TF 


SHOP AND SAVE: St. Vincent de Paul 
Antique Shop, 4574 Park Blvd. 
294-4917. TF 


Concerned Young Americans who care - 
about Constitutional Gov't, write to: 
Bernard Arendt, Box 17301, San 
Diego, 92117 TF 


Government Jobs. 
$16,559-$59,553/year, now hiring, 
your area. Call 805-6876-6000, Ext. 
R-1392. 

2/16,23,3/1,8,15 


Thank you St. Jude for favors 
received. | shall continue to pray to 
you. D.M.F. 


2/16,23,3/1,8,15,22,29,4/5 


NEW CREDIT CARD! Nobody refused! 
Also Visa/Mastercard. Call 
805-687-6000 Ext. 
C-1392. 3/15,22,29,4/5,12 


Kingsize Waterbed with drawers and 
frame. Bedding included. $300. 
423-7081. 3/15,22,29 


St. Jude, thank you for answering my 
prayers. E.W. 3/1,8,15 


For Sale: 2 bunk beds with mattresses 
and drawers and built-in chest of 
drawers. $200. 423-7081. 3/8,15 


Thank you so much for your prayers, 
St. Jude. M.S.H. 3/15 


Thank you St. Jude. My prayer was 
answered each time | sought your 
intercession. B.R. 3/15 


HELP WANTED — full Charge 
Bookkeeper. Experience necessary in 
A/P, A/R, Payroll; computer 
experience helpful. Send resume and 
sal. req. to: Chris, Accounting Office, 
P.O. Box 80428, San Diego, CA 
92138. 3/15 


Priest must sell ‘83 Delta 88 Royale, 
4-door. Elect. locks, windows, seats, 
steering wheel. Cruisematic. 16,000 
mi. Perfect condition. $8,500, list 
price $12,450. 942-2117, 
10-12a.m. 3/15 


Mothers helpers. All chores from 
scrubbing floors, fixing little Jimmy’s 
lunch and taking your cat to the Vet. 
Let us give you back your free time. 
Screened applicants, bonded, reliable. 
Dana's Housekeeping, 298-1982. 
2/2,9,16,23,3/1,8,15,23 
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To raise $24,000 — Proceeds to go equally to the following projects: 


Archdiocese of Kinshasa, Zaire: Dispensaries, Center for 412 handi- 
capped children 


Diocese of Sanggau, Indonesia: Lintang Parish — housing, food and 
instruction for 1,000 youths 


Archdiocese of Ende, Indonesia: Wolosambi Mission — es 
of building for teaching young children 


Diocese of Vijayawada, India: Assumption Church, Pezzonipet — 
school and supplies for poor children 
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